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About BCS Visual Arts

BCS is highly respected for its Visual Arts; the Art
School is a place where pupils have the freedom
to express themselves and develop their skills in
order to challenge expectations of what they can
achieve. Many pupils work across a number of
disciplines such as printmaking, painting, textiles
and photography, showcasing their work at the
end of year Visual Arts Festival, in addition to
being entered for national and local competitions
and awards.

The school runs an exciting programme which
enhances our pupils’ experience and develops
them as aspiring artists. There are regular
opportunities to learn from artists in residence
who discuss their work and run practical
workshops in addition to Life Drawing classes
taught by lecturers from the Arts University
Bournemouth, a leading Art University in the

UK. Frequent trips to the Tate Modern, Tate
Britain, Tate St Ives, Cornwall, Salisbury Sculpture
Park, The National Portrait Gallery and Saatchi
London allow for students to understand,
explore and develop further as individuals and
broaden this conceptual knowledge and critical
understanding. The Art School hosts artist in
residence weeks in addition to residential trips to
France, Cornwall and further afield.

Head of BCS Visual Arts

Tui Harris has been teaching with BCS since 2021
and was an ex-pupil. She has quickly worked her
way up and has recently been made the new
Head of Visual Arts. She teaches general art
throughout years 7-11 and A Level photography
and fine art.

Tui’s philosophy is encouraging ‘art for
everybody’ and has a key focus on implementing
extra-curricular activities and competitions to
create an inclusive approach to art.

Tui maintains her own artistic practice and
regularly creates exemplar work, working directly
alongside with students.



University Progress

BCS works in partnership with the Arts University Bournemouth (AUB) which is internationally
recognised for its Art and Design facilities and courses. This partnership includes research groups,
life drawings, practical workshops and preparation for university.

Previous students have gone on to study a variety of disciplines at high profile universities including,
Fine Art, Design, Photography, Graphic Design, Architecture and Fashion Design. In recent years
students have gained places at the Royal College of Art, St Martins, London College of Fashion in
addition to design schools in Milan.

The Fine Art A Level is perfect for those students who have a passion for art and design and who
wish to develop their personal and creative ideas through painting, drawing and alternative media.
In the first year of the course, students will be introduced to a wide range of creative working
technigues and approaches, producing a portfolio and sketchbook of work in response to various
themes. Students are taught and directed by specialist teaching staff. In the second year of the
course, students will then be expected to produce their own practical Personal Investigation and a
practical exam at the end of the year.

This course will help to develop...

Fine Art is predominantly practical. Students develop a range of skills, selected from painting,
drawing, printmaking, sculpture, lens-based and alternative media. They will also develop an
understanding of the formal elements and how to record, plan and develop ideas and themes
through a creative and personal response. A key focus is that students are able to work
independently and develop their own personal specialisms and interests.

Assessment structure

Full A Level. Examined after two years study.

Component 1. Personal Investigation (60% of total A Level mark) A portfolio of practical work showing
their personal response to a chosen starting point and a related study of continuous prose with
guided minimum of 1,000 words.

Component 2: Externally set task (40% of total A Level mark) An early release paper will be issued on
1 February from which candidates will choose one starting point to base a personal response. The
final outcome will be produced over 15 hours.

What can pupils study next?

The creative and visual arts industry is one of the largest employers in the country. This course
prepares those students who wish to progress to art college or engage in careers involving the
visual arts such as architecture, advertising, illustration, animation, design, teaching or gallery work.
The majority of students will progress on to the one-year Foundation Diploma before moving onto a
specialist Degree course in their chosen specialism. Some individuals will succeed in gaining direct
entry onto their chosen degree course.




This practical course is ideal for creative and visual students who enjoy exploring design and
pattern through working with fabrics, dyes and printmaking. A GCSE in Textiles is not essential,

but experience in a visual subject or a portfolio of work would be preferable. In the first year of

the course, students will be introduced to a wide range of creative textile working techniques and
approaches, producing a portfolio and sketchbook of work in response to various themes. Students
are taught and directed by specialist teaching staff. In the second year of the course, students will
then be expected to produce their own practical personal investigation and a practical exam at the
end of the year.

This course will help to develop...

Textiles is a practical course in which students will develop their understanding of working practices,
briefs and audiences. They will also show an understanding of the role and function of textile design.
In their portfolio, they will develop their use of colour, tone, texture and pattern through exploring
elements of fashion, printed, dyed, constructed, installed and expressive textiles.

Assessment structure

Full A Level. Examined after two years study

Component 1: Personal Investigation (60% of A Level)

Candidates will produce two elements:

A portfolio of practical work showing their personal response to a chosen starting point.

A related study of continuous prose with guided minimum of 1,000 words.

Component 2: Externally set task (40% of A Level)

An early release paper will be issued on 1 February from which candidates will choose one starting
point to base a personal response, the final outcome will be produced over 15 hours.

What can pupils study next?

The creative and visual arts industry is one of the largest employers in the country. This course
prepares those students who wish to progress to art college or engage in careers involving textile
arts such as design; fashion; costume: interior design; film/ theatre. The majority of students will
progress on to the one-year Foundation Diploma before moving onto a specialist degree course
in their chosen specialism. Some individuals will succeed in gaining direct entry onto their chosen
degree course.
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“Creating my lion statue was an incredible journey
of creativity and community collaboration. Using
materials like newspaper, mod-roc, chicken wire,
a wooden mannequin as a base, fabric, and a

lot of beads and jewellery donated by people in
Bournemouth, | brought my vision to life.

The lion’s frightened expression, inspired by the

original statue in the heart of Bournemouth, struck

me deeply. It made me recreate it, to capture its

essence and tell its story through my art. Each

donated bead and piece of jewellery became

a part of this narrative, adding layers of meaning and connection to the sculpture. Working with

unconventional materials was both challenging and fun. Mixing newspaper, mod-roc, and chicken

wire with fabric and beads allowed me to experiment, to push the boundaries of traditional sculpture

and explore new possibilities of making something like this. It was a deeply personal and enriching

process, one that allowed me to discover my own creative vision. As | carefully crafted each detail
of the lion’s face and body, | couldn’t help but
reflect on the work of artists like Kathleen Ryan
and Daisy Collingridge, who inspired me with their
innovative approaches to sculpture. Their fearless

\ experimentation and dedication to pushing artistic
. boundaries encouraged me to do the same. The

result of this journey is more than just a statue;
it's a symbol of community collaboration and my
creative vision. Every element of the sculpture,
from the newspaper and mod-roc to the beads
and jewellery, holds a piece of this story, a

fragment of the collective effort and shared ownership that brought it to life.

As | look at my lion statue now, standing tall and proud, | am filled with a sense of pride and
accomplishment. It represents not only my creative journey but also the strength and resilience of
the community that supported me along the way. It's a reminder of the beauty that can emerge from
collaboration and the possibilities that exist when we dare to dream and create together.”




Photography

This course will suit those students who enjoy exploring the visual world around them and wish to
develop their understanding of ‘lens based’ work. A previous GCSE in Photography is not required,
although evidence of visual and creative skills will be helpful in the form of a portfolio. In the first year
of the course, students will be taught how to use the camera to produce high quality and creative
images. They will also be directed in how to create a work flow and manage their work effectively
and independently. As they are introduced to a range of photographers, they will also develop their
own portfolio of work in response to given themes and stimuli.

In the second year of the course, students will then be expected to produce their own practical
Personal Investigation and a practical exam at the end of the year.

This course will help to develop...

Photography is a practical course in which students will develop their understanding of the role
and function of photography, how to use the camera and its controls and how to make the most
of light, space and composition. They will also show an understanding of digital manipulation and
professional presentation of results.

What can pupils study next?

The creative and visual arts industry is one of the largest employers in the country. This course
prepares those students who wish to progress to art college or engage in careers involving digital
arts such as advertising; illustration; design; animation; film and working with new technologies.

The majority of students will progress on to the one-year Foundation Diploma before moving onto a
specialist Degree course in their chosen specialism. Some individuals will succeed in gaining direct
entry onto their chosen degree course.

Yanis S

TEXTILES - A
PHOTOGRAPHY - A
ART - A*

Yanis gained direct entry into St
Martin’s London. He has now set up
his own successful fashion brand
YS Fashion’ in the Ukraine and has
been featured in magazines, fashion
shows and on TV.

Oci
PHOTOGRAPHY - B
ART - A*

TEXTILES - A*
FRENCH - A

Oci is now a specialist foundation
course in Fashion & Textiles at
Central St Martins.
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FimoY
FINE ART - A
TEXTILES - A

Currently studying Costume Design
at Arts University Bournemouth.

Ksenia S
PHOTOGRAPHY - A*
FINE ART - A

Ksenia gained direct entry to study
Advertising, Art and Graphic Design
at NABA Milan.

Charlotte C
PHOTOGRAPHY - A*
FINE ART - A

Studied Interior Architecture
and Design at Arts University
Bournemouth.
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Carraig L
PHOTOGRAPHY - A
FINE ART - A

Studied Architecture at Kent
University and is now working with
a nationally acclaimed architecture
firm.
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