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Sixth Form at BCS is an unforgettable experience, providing you with opportunities, challenges and 

unwavering support to prepare you for your future study and employment. 

You will have greater independence than you are likely to have experienced in school previously. You will 

have personal study time where you can make use of study rooms or study in the more relaxed atmosphere of 

the common room. With this increase in independence comes additional responsibilities and we will support 

you throughout your Sixth Form journey. 

Your personal tutor will work closely with you supporting your wellbeing and academic progress towards your 

targets. The Sixth Form team will provide support with university and apprenticeship applications to allow you 

to pursue your ambitions.

You will also have opportunities to take on important whole school roles with genuine responsibility and the 

chance to make a di�erence to your community. You will be able to make a significant contribution to the 

school and become a role model to younger pupils through the prefect system as well as getting involved 

with BCS Prep School. You will also have the opportunity to attend various trips both in the UK and abroad and 

other social events that create friendships and lifelong bonds with fellow pupils.

Sixth Form is a stage when you can concentrate on the subjects that you enjoy, taught in smaller groups in a 

more informal style.

You will manage your own workload; take ownership of your studies and education experiencing a di�erent 

relationship with teachers; learning in partnership with them on a much more equal footing to enable them to 

share with you their knowledge and enthusiasm for their subject. 

We look forward to welcoming you into our Sixth Form.

WELCOME TO SIXTH FORM

Mr Alex Eberlin - Deputy Head of Sixth Form

Mrs Lucy Beng - Head of Sixth Form

Mrs Alice Yeats - Careers Advisor and Admin
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SIX EASY STEPS TO CHOOSING YOUR A LEVEL SUBJECTS A LEVEL SUCCESS

Our Sixth Form benefits from small classes, dynamic teaching and personalised tracking of progress, the 

success of which is evident with an impressive 83% of all A-Level grades at A*-C. Over half of the A-Level 

grades were A*-B with a 100% pass rate in 2025.  

Exceptional subject performances included French and Further Mathematics, both achieving an outstanding 

100% A*-A, and English Literature and Photography securing a remarkable 100% A*-B.

“We are immensely proud of our pupils, whose A Level results reflect not only academic excellence but also 

an extraordinary ability to balance multiple demands. Many have pursued elite-level sport, performing on 

national and international stages, whilst maintaining their focus in the classroom. Their success is a testament 

to their discipline, time management, and the holistic support provided by our sta�.”

 

                                                                     - Maria Coulter, Principal

BCS SIXTH FORM TEACHING

BCS Sixth Form adopts a friendly atmosphere based on mutual respect, individuality and support. Our 

closeknit community values encourage diversity, as well as fostering academic and social self-development. 

All subjects are taught by passionate and experienced A-Level teachers in small classes. An average class 

size of eight pupils within Sixth Form allows for individual care and tailored academic support to be provided, 

which in turn allows every pupil to reach their potential. This is reflected in the record-breaking A Level results 

over the last few years. Staying at the forefront of technology is paramount at BCS; as such, our pupils have 

access to iPads to access their lesson content and assignments. 

WE HAVE AN AVERAGE CLASS SIZE OF EIGHT PUPILS

1
Look through this booklet to find out 

what BCS can o�er you in the next 

important stage of your education. Read 

the subject pages carefully and write 

down the subjects that interest you.

Contact the relevant Heads of 

Departments to find out more about 

those subjects. Contact others too: your 

tutor and your Careers Advisor. The 

Sixth Form team at BCS are also happy 

to discuss subjects with you.

Come to the BCS Sixth Form open 

evening and taster days to find out more 

about the subjects you are interested in. 

Ask questions and keep an open mind.

If you know that you are definitely 

going to take a subject, then take the 

opportunity to get a taste of something 

else, try some new subjects and open 

your mind.

Start thinking about your options at 

the end of the autumn term so you are 

prepared and well informed.

Focus on working hard for your GCSEs 

and IGCSEs. Do the best you can to 

reach your potential and then enjoy your 

summer and wait for your results.

2

3

4

5

6

83% OF GRADES
AWARDED WERE 

A*-C
OVERALL 
PASS RATE OF 

100%
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WHAT MAKES US DIFFERENT?

Sixth Form at BCS is unique. We are small, diverse and personal. Due to our size, we specialise in individual 

care and attention that brings the best out of our pupils.  

We improve the prospects and grades of our pupils from the time they arrive, to when they leave us. Sixth 

Formers at BCS take three subjects at A Level/BTEC; this allows us to provide increased subject contact time.  

We are well suited to pupils who appreciate the structure of being in a school, as well as the independence 

and responsibility that comes with the freedom of forging their own learning paths. 

I had wonderful teachers who 

supported me from day one and 

gave me the opportunity to reach my 

full potential. I've had an incredible 

experience at BCS.

- DARJA, CARDIFF METROPOLITAN 

UNIVERSITY

The small class sizes at BCS Sixth Form 

meant I got the chance to speak to 

my teachers about what I specifically 

needed to improve in my work. I feel 

this improved my grades and made me 

more motivated.

- MAX, UNIVERSITY OF BRISTOL

CAMPUS & FACILITIES

Our location is stunning; situated in well-kept grounds of nearly eight acres, and a five minute walk from the 

beach. The school is also just a 10 minute car drive from the centre of Bournemouth, a cosmopolitan town 

identified as the fastest growing digital hub in the UK. 

The Sixth Form at BCS is a dedicated area within the school campus in Southbourne. It provides a haven 

from the senior school pupils and allows the Sixth Form pupils to socialise, work and relax in comfortable 

surroundings. Our Sixth Form area enables pupils to spend quality time together, forging new friendships and 

becoming integral members of our special community.  

Sixth Form pupils can make use of the sports facilities on-site during weekly, sport sessions including a gym, a 

25m swimming pool, tennis courts, a sports hall, field and astroturf.  

In addition, we also have both Boys and Girls Boarding on site which benefits those from slightly further afield 

or who also attend our Sports Academies or flexi board. 
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MEET THE TEAM

Lucy Beng – Head of Sixth Form

Your Head of Sixth Form, Mrs Beng will be there for you from 

the start to the finish of your journey, from your taster day 

to the Summer Ball, she will be there throughout your Sixth 

Form experience. She will support you both pastorally and 

academically, tracking your grades and working with your tutors 

and teachers to be sure you are working towards achieving your 

personal goals and targets. She oversees the Sixth Form tutor 

team and is committed to ensuring you achieve your potential. 

Mrs Beng also teaches both Religious Studies and English and 

leads PSHE at BCS. 

Alex Eberlin – Deputy Head of Sixth Form

Mr Eberlin will be your first port of call for support with UCAS and 

other higher education applications. Alongside your tutors, Mr 

Eberlin will assist you with making the right university choices 

for you and writing a brilliant personal statement. As part of this, 

he will help you to identify relevant "super-curricular" activities to 

support your applications and ambitions. In addition, Mr Eberlin 

organises the Sixth Form events and trips such as Sixth Form 

Activity Day, Futures Day and the Summer Ball. Mr Eberlin is also 

Head of Psychology and EPQ Coordinator.

Alice Yeats - Sixth Form Administrator and Careers Advisor

Mrs Yeats o�ers independent, impartial, and unbiased careers 

information, advice and guidance to pupils and parents across 

all years at BCS. We understand that deciding what you want 

to pursue following your time at BCS can sometimes feel 

overwhelming, and Mrs Yeats is here to help you explore your 

options and identify something that excites and motivates you. 

Mrs Yeats will provide the resources and information to enable 

you to make well-informed and realistic decisions about your 

career goals and give you the support to transition into them.

UNIVERSITY DESTINATIONS

In 2025, 84% of BCS Sixth Form leavers continued into 

higher education studying at university either in the UK 

or internationally.

At BCS our pupils have a diverse range of interests 

and aspirations and the university destinations and 

courses studied reflect this. These are just a selection 

of some university destinations from 2025:

Throughout Sixth Form at BCS, our pupils are 

supported in making important decisions about their 

future. We know that it can be di�cult for pupils 

to choose a path at a young age, and to aid our 

Sixth Formers in this we have a structured careers 

programme that is delivered during tutor time 

throughout Sixth Form. At BCS we use the Unifrog 

platform to support pupils with exploring career options 

and pathways. Unifrog provides pupils with information 

and resources on a wide range of subjects, university 

courses, apprenticeships, and careers. 

We hold an annual Futures Day for all of our Year 12 

pupils, which allows them to explore various career 

pathways. As part of this, we host guest speakers on 

universities, apprenticeships, and entrepreneurship to 

name a few. 

Mrs Yeats, our Careers Advisor, meets with our Sixth 

Formers for personalised career meetings. If our 

pupils are unsure of what they want to pursue after 

Sixth Form, Mrs Yeats is available to meet with them to 

discuss their strengths, interests, and current courses 

to identify potential future pathways. 

HIGHER EDUCATION AND CAREERS SUPPORT

BCS has a strong track record in supporting pupils 

in securing places on competitive university 

courses in the UK. To support pupils in pursuing 

higher education we provide a structured UCAS 

programme. In the Summer term, our Year 12 pupils 

attend a UCAS Discovery event allowing them 

to speak to representatives for hundreds of UK 

universities. Alongside our Sixth Form tutor team, 

Mr Eberlin (Deputy Head of Sixth Form) supports 

our pupils in completing their UCAS application for 

UK universities, writing personal statements and 

applying for international universities. 

    

Pupils with ambitions to apply for Medicine, 

Veterinary Medicine, Dentistry and the University of 

Oxford or Cambridge receive additional support from 

specialist tutors to prepare them for admissions tests 

and interviews. 

Finally, what matters most to us at BCS is helping 

each pupil identify their unique career aspirations 

and then providing bespoke guidance to support 

them in achieving these aspirations.  

• Modern Languages at University of Bristol 

• Sport & Exercise Science at King's College 

London

• Communications at University College London 

(UCL)

• Mechanical Engineering at University of Bath

• Classical Music at Leeds Conservatoire

• Psychology at University of Manchester

• Architecture at University of Kent

• Politics at University of Glasgow

Mrs Yeats helped me find my 

apprenticeship and prepare for 

the interview. She was always 

there to give me advice and 

answer my questions.

- SOPHIA, AZETS ACCOUNTING 

APPRENTICESHIP
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SPORT ACADEMIES

The BCS Sport Academy is a collection of unique programmes 

where pupils can combine their studies with high level, elite 

coaching from professionals in a number of sports. We give 

talented sportsmen and women the opportunity to receive both 

coaching and an excellent education in and around school 

hours.

We aim to deliver a programme which promotes, enhances and 

nurtures sporting excellence. BCS are working hard alongside 

a number of excellent sporting providers to develop individual 

programmes for their sports. These are designed to help those 

who have shown a particular sporting talent continue with their 

necessary training, to really strive and reach their full sporting 

potential whilst at the same time helping them to achieve within 

their academic studies.

Each programme is tailored so that it can fit with Sixth Form 

studies resulting in minimal disruption to the pupil's life outside 

of their study programme.

At BCS I swam every day after 

school as part of the Swimming 

Academy. Studying at BCS Sixth 

Form meant that I could pursue the 

A-Levels I wanted to and maintain 

my commitment to swimming.

- SOPHIE, BOURNEMOUTH 

UNIVERSITY

Our Academies include:      

BEYOND THE CLASSROOM

BCS Sixth Formers are provided with many opportunities to develop their skills for life and forge friendships 

beyond the classroom. The beginning of the Sixth Form starts with an induction activity day, where pupils 

from both Years 12 and 13 enjoy a day together getting to know each other. This is often o�site, previous team 

building days have included Ninja Warrior activity centre in Southampton and Dorset Adventure Park mud trail.

Extra-curricular trips are available throughout the year, these have previously included New York, Skiing and a 

Visual Arts Trip to London. There is a busy co-curricular o�ering for pupils to involve themselves in. With many 

pupils taking part in the school productions and competing for sports academies there is never the time to 

not be challenged or busy! Other examples include Code Club, Landscape Painting and Beginners Cooking. 

These opportunities allow pupils to gain something which enhances their educational experience and provide 

a respite from their studies.  

BCS Sixth Formers are also encouraged to get involved in leading areas of school life. This might include 

delivering assemblies or leading co-curricular activities focused on particular interests. Towards the end of 

Year 12, pupils can apply for positions of responsibility. These include Heads of Schools, Deputy Heads of 

School, Prefects and Boarding Prefects. These leadership positions o�er rewarding opportunities to mentor 

younger pupils, organise charity events, lead the pupil council as well as coordinate the annual Sixth Form 

Summer Ball.  

In 2024, Sixth Form pupils and sta� took part in the Dorset Mud Run - a 6km obstacle course. In addition to 

having lots of muddy fun, our pupils developed organisation and fundraising skills resulting in raising money 

for the Elizabeth Foundation which is a small charity that supports children with deafness. Last year, our 

Sixth Form took part in a sponsored YMCA Sleep Easy. Our pupils slept in carboard boxes outside raising 

awareness of the issue of homelessness and funds for YMCA projects supporting young people.

Each year the Sixth Form choose di�erent venues for the annual Summer Ball and it is reflection of the current 

cohort. It is a celebration of the end of Sixth Form at BCS for our Year 13s but both year groups attend. In 2025, 

the Sixth Form Summer Ball was held at the stunning Italian Villa at Compton Acres.

Football A progressive coaching programme 

meeting individual needs with a view for 

team improvement. In partnership with AFC 

Bournemouth Football Team.

Rowing A comprehensive land and water-based training 

programme. In partnership with Christchurch 

Rowing Club.

Rugby Creating an environment for athletes to develop 

both physically and mentally. In partnership with 

Bath Rugby.

Swimming Helping every swimmer fulfil their potential and 

learn the importance of working as a team. Swim 

England a�liated club.

Tennis Programmes tailored to individual needs and 

devised to maximise potential and deliver high 

performance training. In partnership with the 

West Hants Tennis Club.

Netball High-energy training sessions run by Rachel 

Cocking, CEO of Atorro Sports.

Led by David Tomlinson, Head of 

Sports Academies

david.tomlinson@bcschool.co.uk
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SIXTH FORM LIFE

The Sixth Form attracts an international contingent, due to its 

boarding opportunities, which allows a diverse mix of cultures and the 

opportunity to make friends from all over the globe. The environment 

is friendly and welcoming creating a close and supportive group of 

pupils. There is a special atmosphere within our Sixth Form community, 

where pupils really do feel part of a family. 

We believe Sixth Form pupils should feel distinct from the rest of the 

school, as such BCS Sixth Form pupils do not have a uniform but rather 

follow a 'business casual' dress code. We pride ourselves on being 

inclusive; our dress code is gender neutral and enables all our pupils 

to look smart, presentable and have ownership and creativity over their 

individuality.

The timetable enables pupils to have a balance of contact time with 

teachers, study periods and free time, with the addition of optional 

co-curricular activities. Daily tutor time forms a key part in building 

positive relationships between pupils and sta�. Tutor time is structured 

to provide a wealth of education across personal, social, health topics 

as well as post-18 careers advice and information. Weekly assemblies, 

held in the main hall during registration, allow the whole of Sixth Form 

to come together in a formal setting. Assemblies are planned on a 

wide range of topics and outside speakers are regularly invited in to 

motivate, inspire and inform the pupils. 

At lunchtime, all Sixth Form pupils can eat in our dining hall and choose 

from a range of healthy and nutritious hot options for lunch alongside 

salads, seasonal soups, fresh fruit and dessert options. Alternatively, 

Sixth Form pupils can leave the school site during lunchtime to 

purchase their own lunch in Southbourne. 

Once a week Sixth Formers have a sport session in which they can 

choose from various provided sports options including Cricket, Netball, 

Football and many others.

My time at BCS Sixth Form has 

been incredibly supportive and 

inspiring. The teachers always 

encourage us to make our 

own choices and express our 

opinions. This year, we were 

even involved in selecting the 

musical for next year’s School 

Production, which really made 

us feel valued as part of the 

school community.

- WINNIE, YEAR 13

GLOBAL CITIZENS

Few would disagree that 

through travel and modern 

communications, the world 

in which we live can seem 

a much smaller place. 

Equally, with today’s career 

opportunities just as likely to 

stem from the major economic 

centres overseas as from the 

UK, we believe that it is vitally 

important that every Sixth 

Former views life with a true 

sense of internationalism.

Consequently, through the 

relationships they make with 

other Sixth Formers on study 

trips to New York, France and 

Spain, we ensure that pupils 

gain countless opportunities to 

experience the world, discover 

new cultures, meet people 

from various walks of life and 

truly broaden their horizons.

Sophisticated teaching 

and learning, a richness of 

opportunity and a profound 

sense of community are the 

clear hallmarks of Sixth Form 

life at BCS that also welcomes 

numerous overseas pupils that 

more often than not, board 

within the campus. Throughout 

their Sixth Form journey we 

do everything possible to help 

each pupil to aim for the top, 

achieve their best, secure a 

place at one of the premier 

Higher Education institutions 

and enjoy a distinguished 

career.

SPACES AND PRIVILEGES

A key aspect of Sixth Form life is increased independent study, and we 

have di�erent spaces pupils can utilise. In the Sixth Form Area we have 

a dedicated silent study room and a supervised study space which 

at breaktime and lunch becomes a common room, creating a more 

relaxed area for pupils to socialise in. In addition, Sixth Form pupils can 

use the school library and more relaxed seating in our school dining 

hall. 

All Sixth Form pupils are allowed to leave the school at lunchtime. 

However, after the Autumn term of Year 12 pupils are subject to an 

e�ort grade and assessment review. If a Sixth Form pupil has excellent 

e�ort grades and assessment attainment in line with their targets 

across all subjects, they are permitted, with parental permission, to 

leave the school site during their study periods and choose to either 

go home or study in the local town of Southbourne.
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SCHOLARSHIPS & BURSARIES

The bestowal of any award carries with it privilege and responsibility. A BCS scholar is expected to be a role 

model to other pupils in their approach to life at school and within their chosen area of specialism. They fulfil a 

very important function within the wider school community.

We o�er a number of scholarships each year for talented and committed individuals, and are looking for pupils 

who represent their specialism to a high standard and relish the opportunity to be a school ambassador and 

leader.

Scholarships are available for academics, music, performing arts, sport and visual arts. 

Means tested bursaries are available and can be applied for alongside scholarships. The process is 

undertaken by a specialist external provider to ensure confidentiality and impartiality. The bursary process can 

take 6-8 weeks to complete and therefore if you are considering this pathway we would recommend applying 

as soon as possible to ensure the process is completed prior to any o�er of place being made. 

For further details relating to scholarships or bursaries please contact our admissions team:  

registrar@bcschool.co.uk

SIXTH FORM COURSES

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

AM Registration
Whole School 

assembly
PSHE PSHE PSHE

Head of Year 

Assembly

Lesson 1 Chemistry Study Period Biology Biology Mathematics

Break Time Break

Lesson 2 Mathematics Study Period Mathematics Mathematics Chemistry

Lesson 3 Biology Chemistry Chemistry Chemistry Study Skills

Lunch Time Lunch

Lesson 4 Study Skills Mathematics Study Period Study Period Biology

Lesson 5 Sport Biology Biology Study Period Mathematics

Co-Curricular 

Programme 

Co-Curricular 

Programme

Co-Curricular 

Programme

Co-Curricular 

Programme

SAMPLE TIMETABLE

International pupils have IELTS in addition to this timetable.
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SIXTH FORM CURRICULUM

BCS Sixth Form pupils are able to choose from a diverse range of both A-Levels and BTEC subjects for 

their next stage of learning. Pupils usually take three subjects and these can be all A-Levels, all BTECs or a 

combination of the two courses. 

The BTECs we o�er are equivalent to either one or two A Levels, see each BTEC subject information page for 

more details. 

As a Sixth Form we are proud to o�er such a range of subjects for pupils to choose from, and the value-added 

content and academic hours they receive on their chosen subjects means they are fully prepared for their 

journey through to university and beyond. 

ADDITIONAL COMPULSORY TIMETABLE 

PERIODS ARE:

• Sixth Form Sport (2 hours per week) 

ENRICHMENT TIMETABLE PERIODS ARE:

• Extended Project Qualification (EPQ)   

(1 hour per week from Spring Term)

ALL PUPILS WILL TAKE THREE A LEVELS, 

FROM THE FOLLOWING:

• Biology

• BTEC Performing Arts

• BTEC Sports

• Business

• Chemistry

• Chinese (native speakers only)

• Computer Science

• Economics

• English Literature

• Fine Art

• French

• Further Mathematics

• German

• Geography

• History

• Mathematics

• Music Technology 

• Photography

• Physics

• Psychology

• Russian ( native speakers only ) 

• Spanish

• Textiles

BIOLOGY

It is di�cult to avoid Biology today. Any newspaper or television 

programme may well contain references to GM foods, the latest 

hopes in medicine for cancer and AIDS, or saving a rare species. 

This course is ideal for those who have a passion for human 

and plant biology. It provides a background from which to study 

essential biological concepts and shows pupils how to reach an 

informed viewpoint on current scientific issues. 

Pupils will develop data analysis, evaluative, practical and 

mathematical skills, as well as the application of theoretical 

knowledge as they study this fascinating course.

Assessment structure

Two year linear A Level course. Assessment is at the end of Year 

13.

 

Theme 1: Development of practical skills in Biology

Theme 2: Foundations in Biology

Theme 3: Exchange and transport

Theme 4: Biodiversity, evolution and disease

Theme 5: Communication, homeostasis and energy

Theme 6: Genetics and ecosystems

 

Paper 1 (H420/01): Biological processes. This covers content from themes 1, 2, 3 and 5 (2 hours 15 minutes, 

37%)

Paper 2 (H420/02): Biological diversity. This covers themes 1, 2, 4 and 6 (2 hours 15 minutes, 37%)

Paper 3 (H420/03): Unified biology. This covers content from all themes (1 hour 30 minutes, 26%)

Practical Endorsement (H420/04): Pupils complete a minimum of 12 key practical activities over the two year 

course and are awarded a pass/fail grade alongside their A Level result.

What can pupils study next?

Biology is a valuable A Level and can be studied alongside a wide range of other courses. It is an excellent 

companion course for pupils also studying Chemistry, Geography, Mathematics, Physical Education and 

Psychology.  Biology pupils at BCS have gone on to study (amongst other things) Forensic Science, Marine 

Biology, Biochemistry, Medicine, Nursing and Physiotherapy.

Employers value scientific qualifications highly and possible employment areas include: research 

organisations; pharmaceutical and biotechnology companies; hospitals; charities; scientific and technical 

institutes; museums and broadcast companies.

Who can I contact for further information? 

Emma Gates – Head of Science, Head of Biology: emma.gates@bcschool.co.uk  

Awarding Body: OCR 

Subject Code: H420

EXTENDED PROJECT QUALIFICATION

At BCS Sixth Form pupils can pursue an EPQ, in addition to studying for their three A Level/BTEC subjects. 

The EPQ is perfect for creative and independent pupils who wish to showcase their passion for a specific 

topic of their choosing and develop advanced research skills in preparation for university. The EPQ is a 

qualification equivalent to 50% of an A Level and is well regarded by many universities.



18 19

BTEC PERFORMING ARTS 

We o�er BTEC L3 | National Extended | Certificate in Performing 

Arts - equivalent to one A Level. A GCSE Dance or GCSE Drama 

qualification is not essential to choosing this course, but are fully 

compatible. 

Assessment structure

A broad basis of study for the performance sector. This 

qualification is designed to support progression to higher 

education when taken as part of a programme of study that 

includes other appropriate BTEC Nationals or A Levels.

Option 1: Pearson BTEC Level 3 | National Extended | Certificate 

in Performing Arts (Acting)

360 GLH (470 TQT) 

Equivalent in size to one A Level. Five units, of which two are mandatory and one is external. Mandatory 

content (50%), external assessment (33%)

Option 2: Pearson BTEC Level 3 | National Extended | Certificate in Performing Arts (Dance)

360 GLH (470 TQT) 

Equivalent in size to one A Level. Five units, of which two are mandatory and one is external. Mandatory 

content (50%). External assessment (33%).

Option 3: Pearson BTEC Level 3 | National Extended | Certificate in Performing Arts (Musical Theatre)

360 GLH (470 TQT) 

Equivalent in size to one A Level. Five units, of which three are mandatory and one is external. Mandatory 

content (66%). External assessment (33%).

What can pupils study next?

Learners who have completed this qualification in two years may progress to further learning at Level 3 with 

additional Level 3 qualifications. The qualification carries UCAS points and is recognised by higher education 

providers as meeting, or contributing to, admission requirements for many relevant courses. Learners can 

progress to higher education on full degree single or combined courses, for example:

Performing Arts BA (Hons), Acting and Performance BA (Hons), Contemporary Performance Practice BA (Hons), 

Creative Industries (Media Production) BA (Hons), Culture, Media & Creative Industries BA (Hons), Dance BA 

(Hons), Dance Performance and Teaching BA (Hons), Dance & Choreography BA (Hons), Dance Science BSc 

(Hons), Drama and Creative Writing BA (Hons), Drama, Theatre & Performance Studies BA (Hons),  Musical 

Theatre and Arts Development BA (Hons), Theatre, Television and Performance BA (Hons).

Who can I contact for further information?

Kerry Dewsnap-Wilkinson – Head of Performing Arts: kerry.dewsnap-wilkinson@bcschool.co.uk

Pearson BTEC Level 3 

| National Extended | 

Certificate in Performing Arts

Subject Code: 601/7231/9 

BTEC SPORT

These BTEC Level 3’s in sport are designed to follow on from the 

Physical Education GCSE or the Level 2 Cambridge National in 

Sports Science.

Assessment structure

Option 1: Pearson BTEC Level 3 | National Extended. Certificate 

in Sport 360 GLH (445 TQT)

Equivalent in size to one A Level. 4 units of which three are 

mandatory and two are external; mandatory content (83%), external 

assessment (67%).

This qualification is designed to support progression to higher 

education when taken as part of a programme of study that 

includes other appropriate BTEC Nationals or A Levels.

Option 2: Pearson BTEC Level 3. National Diploma in Sport 720 GLH (895 TQT) 

Equivalent in size to two A Levels. Nine units of which six are mandatory and three are external; mandatory 

content (75%), external assessment (45%).

It has been designed as part of a two-year programme, normally in conjunction with one or more qualifications 

at Level 3; it is aimed at pupils looking to progress to higher education in this sector.

What can pupils study next?

Pupils who have completed this qualification in two years may progress to further learning at Level 3 with 

additional Level 3 qualifications. The qualification carries UCAS points and is recognised by higher education 

providers as meeting, or contributing to, admission requirements for many relevant courses. Pupils can 

progress to higher education on full degree single or combined courses, for example:

BA (Hons) in Sports Development and Management, BSc (Hons) in Sports Management, BSc (Hons) Sports 

Business Management, BSc (Hons) Sport and Leisure Management, BSc (Hons) Sports Science (Outdoor 

Activities), BSc (Hons) in Exercise, Health and Fitness or BSc (Hons) in Sport and Exercise Psychology.

Who can I contact for further information?

 Andrew Jones – Head of Sport: andrew.jones@bcschool.co.uk

Option 1: Pearson BTEC Level 3 | 

National Extended | Certificate in 

Sport

Subject Code: 601/7218/6

Option 2: Pearson BTEC Level 3 | 

National Diploma in Sport 

Subject Code: 603/0460/1
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BUSINESS

The Edexcel Business A Level course covers four key themes 

over two years. In their first year of study, pupils will develop their 

understanding of the key functions in business: marketing; people 

in business; managing finance; managing resources in addition 

to external influences on businesses. In the second year of study 

pupils take a strategic view of business opportunities and issues 

whilst investigating a global industry and multi-national companies.

Pupils will learn a range of important and transferable skills. The 

tasks they complete will help them to develop planning, time 

management and research skills as well as problem solving and 

decision making. 

Assessment structure

Two year linear A Level course.

Paper 1: Market, people and global businesses (2 hour written exam)

Paper 2: Business activities, decisions and strategy (2 hour written exam)

Paper 3: Investigating business in a competitive environment (2 hour written exam)

What can pupils study next?

Most pupils go on to take a degree in Business or in connected areas such as Accountancy, Management, 

International Business or Economics.  On the other hand many large companies o�er apprenticeships covering 

a wide range of specialisms and this course would also provide a good route into these.

Who can I contact for further information? 

Helen Coleman – Head of Business: helen.coleman@bcschool.co.uk

Awarding Body: EDEXCEL

Subject Code: 9BSO

CHEMISTRY

A Level Chemistry attempts to answer the big question ‘what is 

the world made of?’ and how can we manipulate, change and 

understand the chemical and physical properties of all type of 

matter. From the simplest element to the most complicated protein 

or the most unusual conducting molecule. From investigating 

how one substance can be changed e�ectively and e�ciently 

into another, to researching and synthesising new drugs to 

improve the quality of millions of lives; or discovering a new 

catalyst that can reduce reliance on valuable fuels and raw 

materials. From Medicine, to synthetic chemistry and onto marine 

and environmental processes. The opportunities that Chemistry 

provides are vast, exciting and provide plenty of challenge. 

The relevance to today’s world in the context of improving 

our knowledge of batteries, researching novel fuel sources 

to understanding the chemical make up of pathogens makes 

Chemistry even more relevant in the 21st century.

This course will help to... 

Develop and secure understanding of the foundations of Chemistry before moving onto a deeper 

understanding of Chemical Change, Reaction Mechanisms, Calculation of Mass and Theory of the Physical 

Interactions of Atoms Molecules and Compounds. Pupils will improve their practical skills in a variety of ways 

and be expected to synthesis a basic organic medicinal drug, analyse a number of unknown organic and 

inorganic compound. They will have a deeper appreciation of scientific laboratory techniques, analysis and 

also develop a deeper theoretical grasp of key mathematical and fundamental chemical concepts.

Assessment structure

Two year linear A Level course. Assessment is at the end of Year 13.

Theme 1: Development of practical skills in Chemistry

Theme 2: Foundations in Chemistry

Theme 3: Periodic table and energy

Theme 4: Core Organic Chemistry

Theme 5: Physical Chemistry and transition elements

Theme 6: Organic Chemistry and analysis

Paper 1 (H432/01): Periodic table, elements and physical chemistry This covers content from themes 1, 2, 3 

and 5 (2 hours 15 minutes, 37%)

Paper 2 (H432/02): Synthesis and analytical techniques. This covers themes 1, 2, 4 and 6 (2 hours 15 minutes 

37%)

Paper 3 (H432/03): Unified chemistry. This covers content from all themes (1 hour 30 minutes, 26%)

Practical Endorsement (H432/04): Pupils complete a minimum of 12 key practical activities over the two year 

course and are awarded a pass/fail grade alongside their A Level result.

What can pupils study next?

Studying Chemistry at A Level opens the door to many exciting degree options such as: Medicine, 

Pharmacology, Biomedical Sciences, Chemical Engineering, Toxicology, Oceanography, Environmental 

Science, Marine Chemistry, Forensic Chemistry, Dentistry, Veterinary Science, Economics, Manufacturing 

Chemistry and Biochemistry.

Who can I contact for further information?

Emma Gates – Head of Science: emma.gates@bcschool.co.uk 

Awarding Body: OCR 

Subject Code: H432
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CHINESE

(For native speakers only)

A Level Chinese explores a wide range of topics, improving 

understanding of the language and country. Topics are: Changes 

in contemporary Chinese society; Chinese culture; Evolving 

Chinese society and The impact of reform and opening up in 1978 

on China.

The books (or book and film) studied may link to the topics, giving 

further insight into Chinese culture. Pupils will also learn new 

grammar and vocabulary, critical thinking, creativity, independence 

and skills of analysis. 

Assessment structure 

 

Paper 1: Listening, reading and translation (2 hours)

Paper 2: Written response to works and translation (2 hours and 40 minutes)

Paper 3: Speaking (21-23 minutes)

What can pupils study next?

There are a wide range of courses available at university; such as a language degree or alternatively 

pupils can study courses such as Business with a language. Speaking more than one language increases 

marketability, as the global economy depends on communication. Many universities and employers tend to 

prefer candidates who speak more than one language.

Who can I contact for further information?

Angela Ba�os – Head of Languages angela.ba�os@bcschool.co.uk

Awarding Body: Edexcel       

Subject Code: 9CN0

COMPUTER SCIENCE

The main focus is the teaching of a programming language and an 

understanding of the mechanics of programming. Pupils will learn 

to solve problems in a strategic manner including the production, 

implementation, and testing of appropriate computational 

solutions. To this end, pupils will study the fundamentals of 

computer systems, programming, data structures and networking 

in addition to the theory of computation. Pupils will learn Python 

as the main programming language but other languages will be 

studied for comparison and where appropriate to the context. 

Pupils will complete a personal project to solve a real-world 

problem. This will allow them to demonstrate their problem-solving 

skills in addition to the technical skills they will accrue during the 

course.

This course will help to develop…

This course is ideal for the pupil who wishes to uses a computer to solve problems and create their own 

solutions rather than just being the consumers of the work of others. A real desire to solve problems and be 

motivated to create their own solutions is a must. The course would suit a numerate pupil who is interesting 

in identifying and solving problems. In addition, this subject requires the skills most associated with ‘creative 

thinkers ‘. No previous experience of Computer Science is required.

Assessment structure

On screen exam: Covering fundamentals of programming, data structures, problem-solving and theory of 

computation and algorithms (40%)

Written exam: Covering fundamentals of data representation, computer systems, computer organisation 

and architecture, communication and networking and consequences of uses of computing, fundamentals of 

databases, functional programming, and knowledge of Big Data (40%)

Project: Demonstrate the pupil's ability to use the knowledge and skills gained through the course to solve a 

practical problem (20%)

What can pupils study next?

This is a valuable course in relation to entry to all branches of study which require problem-solving, notably 

Mathematics, Engineering, and Science but also as a complementary subject to Art, Languages, Music and 

the Social Sciences.  It is also a subject worth studying in its own right with many universities now o�ering a 

dedicated Computer Science degree course.

Who can I contact for further information?

Alan Naden – Head of Computer Science: alan.naden@bcschool.co.uk

Awarding Body: AQA

Subject Code: 7517
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ECONOMICS

The Edexcel Economics A Level course covers both 

microeconomic and macroeconomic concepts across four key 

themes. In the first year of study pupils will be introduced to the 

nature of economics and investigate how markets work and why 

markets fail. They will also look in depth at the UK Economy in 

terms of performance and government policy. In the second year 

pupils will consider business behaviour as well as the labour 

market. Finally they will apply their economic knowledge in a 

global context considering international trade, emerging and 

developing economies, the financial sector, poverty and inequality.

This course will help to develop…

This course is ideal for those who take an interest in news and 

current a�airs and want a better understanding of how and why 

economic principles a�ect our everyday lives. Pupils will learn a range of important and transferable skills, 

including economic modelling, data analysis, problem solving and evaluation. Pupils will also be encouraged 

to strengthen their presenting and debating skills. 

Assessment structure

Two year Linear A Level course. 

Paper 1: Markets and Business Behaviour (2 hour written exam)

Paper 2: The National and Global Economy (2 hour written exam)

Paper 3: Microeconomics and Macroeconomics (2 hour written exam)

What can pupils study next?

Economics is a very cross curricular subject and as such is one of the best courses for employment 

opportunities. Pupils could take a degree in Economics or follow other degree routes into Business, 

Management, Banking, Accountancy or even Philosophy, Politics and Economics a multi-disciplined degree for 

those looking to enter public life.

Who can I contact for further information?

Clare Connolly – Head of Economics: clare.connolly@bcschool.co.uk

Awarding Body: EDEXCEL

Subject Code: 9ECO

ENGLISH LITERATURE

A Level English Literature includes the study of a variety of forms 

of literature including prose, poetry and drama covering a number 

of topics and time periods. Pupils will study pre-19th century drama 

and poetry including one of Shakespeare’s plays and a selection 

of literary heritage poetry. They will also study a number of texts 

from a given genre to compare the ways in which their readings 

have changed over time. Pupils will also explore three modern 

texts and the way they reflect some aspect of modern life as part 

of their coursework.

This course will help to develop…

An understanding of the wider contexts for literature, looking at 

how texts are influenced both by the contexts in which they were 

written and by other literary texts. Pupils will learn to explore a 

variety of interpretations of literature beyond their own. They will 

learn about, and apply, critical literary theories such as Structuralism, Feminism, Marxism and Psychoanalytical 

theory. Pupils will also develop their literary analytical skills so as to establish how writers have created 

meaning through their use of language, structure and form. Finally, pupils will develop their research and essay 

writing skills to where they can plan and write cogent, analytical arguments in fluent and precise English.

Assessment structure

Component 1: Shakespeare and pre-1900 poetry and drama (Exam, 2 hour 30 minutes)

Component 2: Comparative contextual study (Exam, 2 hour 30 minutes)

Component 3: Literature post-1900 (Coursework, two essays, 3000 words maximum)

What can pupils study next?

Most universities run some form of English Literature or related degree course such as Journalism, Creative 

Writing, Marketing, Public Relations and Media Studies. As an A Level, the skills it develops with regards to 

essay writing and research make it a welcome addition alongside many humanities and social science A 

Levels such as History, Sociology, Psychology and Law when applying for those kinds of degrees.

Who can I contact for further information?

Elisabeth Winwood – Head of English: elisabeth.winwood@bcschool.co.uk

Awarding Body: OCR 

Subject Code: H472
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FINE ART

The Fine Art A Level is perfect for those pupils who have a passion 

for art and design and who wish to develop their personal and 

creative ideas through painting, drawing and alternative media. 

In the first year of the course, pupils will be introduced to a wide 

range of creative working techniques and approaches, producing 

a portfolio and sketchbook of work in response to various themes. 

Pupils are taught and directed by specialist teaching sta�. In the 

second year of the course, pupils will then be expected to produce 

their own practical Personal Investigation and a practical exam at 

the end of the year.

This course will help to develop…

Fine Art is predominantly practical. Pupils develop a range of skills, 

selected from painting, drawing, printmaking, sculpture, lens-based 

and alternative media. They will also develop an understanding 

of the formal elements and how to record, plan and develop ideas and themes through a creative and 

personal response. A key focus is that Pupils are able to work independently and develop their own personal 

specialisms and interests.

Assessment structure

Full A Level. Examined after two years study.

Component 1: Personal Investigation (60% of total A Level mark) A portfolio of practical work showing their 

personal response to a chosen starting point and a related study of continuous prose with guided minimum of 

1,000 words.

Component 2: Externally set task (40% of total A Level mark) An early release paper will be issued on 1 

February from which candidates will choose one starting point to base a personal response. The final outcome 

will be produced over 15 hours.

What can pupils study next?

The creative and visual arts industry is one of the largest employers in the country. This course prepares those 

pupils who wish to progress to art college or engage in careers involving the visual arts such as architecture, 

advertising, illustration, animation, design, teaching or gallery work. The majority of pupils will progress on to 

the one-year Foundation Diploma before moving onto a specialist Degree course in their chosen specialism. 

Some individuals will succeed in gaining direct entry onto their chosen degree course. 

Who can I contact for further information?

 Tui Harris – Head of Visual Arts: tui.harris@bcschool.co.uk

Awarding Body: OCR 

Subject Code: H601

FRENCH

Pupils will study the four themes across a range of social issues 

and trends, as well as aspects of the political and artistic culture 

of France. Pupils will study two pieces of literature or one piece of 

literature and one film, whilst also translating to and from the target 

language.

This course will help to develop…

A range of important and transferable skills. The tasks pupils 

complete will help them communicate e�ectively; translate 

accurately and research subjects that are of interest to them. 

Learning a language enables pupils to hone skills which will have 

an overwhelmingly positive impact on later life; being able to 

communicate with a greater variety of people, and learning about 

another country and culture will foster a global mindset.

Assessment structure

Paper 1: Listening, reading and translation (2 hours)

Paper 2: Written response to works and translation (2 hours and 40 minutes)

Paper 3: Speaking (21 - 23 minutes)

What can pupils study next?

There are a wide range of courses available at university; such as a language degree or alternatively 

pupils can study courses such as Business with a language. Speaking more than one language increases 

marketability, as the global economy depends on communication. Many universities and employers tend to 

prefer candidates who speak more than one language.

Who can I contact for further information?

Angela Ba�os – Head of Languages: angela.ba�os@bcschool.co.uk

Awarding Body: EDEXCEL

Subject Code: 9FRO
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FURTHER MATHEMATICS

The course is for those who really enjoy and excel in Mathematics 

and want to extend their knowledge and strengthen their 

understanding of the subject. You will continue to study the areas 

of Pure Mathematics, Mechanics and Statistics as covered in 

A Level Mathematics but will be developing an understanding 

of and ability to use much more complex or abstract methods 

such as complex numbers, hyperbolic functions and di�erential 

equations. This not just ‘more maths’ - you will need to have a 

strong mathematical ability in terms of knowledge, application and 

the ability to think logically and to problem solve.  You would most 

likely be aiming to follow a highly mathematical degree course or 

equivalent - therefore, you would be aiming to achieve a grade 8 

or 9 at GCSE in order to succeed on this course.

Assessment structure

The course is assessed by four equally weighted written papers.

Each paper encourages the use of a calculator and will last 1 hour 30 minutes.  

The papers comprise of:

Paper 1: Pure Mathematics (1 hour 30 minutes)

Paper 2: Pure Mathematics (1 hour 30 minutes)

Plus a choice of two further papers from Additional Pure Mathematics, Discrete Mathematics, Mechanics or 

Statistics – we will normally select two from the last three papers depending on the di�erent strengths of the 

pupils. 

One half of the total assessment content will be focused on Pure Mathematics and one quarter on each of the 

other two paper.  Some questions will require you to communicate your methods and conclusions in a clear 

way.

What can pupils study next?

This is a very marketable A Level course and will help with acceptance to many degree courses – you will find 

that many pupils studying a degree in Mathematics, Engineering and Sciences will also have studied A Level 

Further Mathematics.

Who can I contact for further information?

Christopher Tandy – Head of Mathematics: christopher.tandy@bcschool.co.uk    

Awarding Body: OCR 

Subject Code: H245

GERMAN

The four themes address a range of social issues and trends, as 

well as aspects of the political and artistic culture of Germany. 

Areas of study include the DDR, the Reunification of Germany, and 

Germany post-reunification, immigration and multicultural society in 

Germany, education, environmental issues, German music, media 

and the role of festivals and traditions. Pupils will study two pieces 

of literature or one piece of literature and one film. Pupils will be 

translating to and from the target language.

This course will help to develop…

Pupils will learn a range of important and transferable skills. The 

tasks learners complete will help them to communicate e�ectively; 

to translate accurately and to research subjects that are of interest 

to them. Pupils will also have the possibility of working abroad. 

Learning a language will enable pupils to communicate with people they meet when travelling as well as 

people in their own community. Pupils will learn about another country and its culture.

Assessment structure

Paper 1: Listening, reading and translation (2 hours)

Paper 2: Written response to works and translation (2 hours and 40 minutes)

Paper 3: Speaking (21 - 23 minutes)

What can pupils study next?

There are a wide range of courses available at university; such as a language degree or alternatively 

pupils can study courses such as Business with a language. Speaking more than one language increases 

marketability, as the global economy depends on communication. Many universities and employers tend to 

prefer candidates who speak more than one language.

Who can I contact for further information?

Angela Ba�os – Head of Languages: angela.ba�os@bcschool.co.uk

Awarding Body: EDEXCEL

Subject Code: 9GNO
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GEOGRAPHY

The study of Physical Systems: Landscape systems, Earth’s life 

support systems; Human Interactions: Changing spaces, making 

places; Global Connections. A number of Geographical debates: 

for example: Climate Change, Hazardous Earth, Disease Dilemmas. 

Plus an Independent investigation (non-examination assessment) in 

an area of the curriculum which is of particular interest to the pupil.

This course will help to develop…

An understanding and appreciation of Landscape Systems, in 

the context of either coastal landscapes, dryland landscapes or 

glaciated landscapes, and Earth’s Life Support Systems, which 

encompasses the water and carbon cycles vital to our planet. 

Also an appreciation of the systems of trade or migration and the 

governance of human rights or sovereignty on a global scale, while 

Changing Spaces; Making Places, gives learners an insight into the nature of places and the fluidity of their 

meanings and representations.

The independent investigation is designed to encourage learners to deepen their knowledge and 

understanding of their chosen topic whilst developing a number of geographical and study skills relevant 

to Higher Education or within the world of work. A residential fieldwork may be o�ered in order to fulfil this 

requirement.

Assessment structure

Paper 1: Physical Systems (1 hour 30 minutes) 22%

Paper 2: Human Interactions (1 hour 30 minutes) 22%

Paper 3: Geographical debates (2 hours 30 minutes) 36%

Non – examination assessment (NEA) 20%

What can pupils study next?

Many universities o�er Geography-related degrees. Geography has transferable skills which can lead 

to a number of careers for example: town and transport planning, chartered surveying, land and water 

management, sustainability, environmental consultancy, development, tourism, conservation, demography, 

housing and social welfare.

Who can I contact for further information?

Rachel Keeler – Head of Geography: rachel.keeler@bcschool.co.uk

Awarding Body: OCR

Subject Code: H481

HISTORY

This course will help to develop pupils understanding of how 

the USA developed from an under-developed, isolated and 

fragmented society in the post- Civil War era of 1865 into a 

dominate economic and political superpower after 1945.  Topics 

include reconstructing the USA after the Civil War, the impact of 

both big business and immigration on society, World War I, the 

boom and bust years of the 1920’s and 1930’s, World War II and 

racial relations thereafter.

The Modern Britain study facilitates an understanding of the 

economical and international position at the beginning of the 

1950’s and the struggles to reconcile a country based on traditional 

ideas of industry and empire with an emerging post-industrial 

world.  Topics include the attempts to join the EEC (and parallels 

are drawn with the current negotiations with Europe), the impact 

of Thatcher on the economy, society and trade unions, New Labour as well as international relations such as 

the Korean, Vietnam and Cold War. The study of the Tudors leads to an independent piece of coursework of 

approximately 3500 words with pupils deciding on their own line of enquiry into the infamous Tudors.  

Pupils will gain deep understanding of change and continuity through the study of the inter-relationships of 

a variety of perspectives of America and Britain. They will develop detailed knowledge and understanding 

of developments and the roles of individuals, groups, ideas and ideology. These studies also promote an 

understanding of the complexity of the historical process through a detailed focus on a specific period of 

change.

Together the above modules lead pupils to acquire a valuable historical understanding in its own right as well 

as developing their general contextual knowledge of the world around them in the 21st Century.

Assessment structure

Paper 1: 3 questions on the USA and Britain (2 hours 30 minutes)

Paper 2: 3 questions on the USA and Britain (2 hours 30 minutes)

Coursework: Tudors (3,500 words)

What can pupils study next?

Typically, pupils go on to study History, Politics, Archaeology, Law (the British module is particularly helpful for 

Law) or Journalism. An A Level in History, however, is highly regarded by universities for many courses as the 

subject lends itself to transferable skills and is a highly academic subject.

Who can I contact for further information?

Kate Wilson – Head of History: kate.wilson@bcschool.co.uk

Awarding Body: AQA

Subject Code: 7042
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MATHEMATICS

To succeed in this course you would ideally have a passion for 

the subject and enjoy the challenge of problem solving and of 

also seeing how you can relate mathematics to hypothesising and 

modelling real-life scenarios. Through the specification we follow, 

you will be developing your ability to ‘think, act and communicate 

mathematically’. The first year of the course will develop skills 

learnt at GCSE grade 7 and above – so you should really be 

aiming to achieve at least this grade – and will require you to be 

confident with algebraic manipulation and geometry.  Throughout 

the course, you will also learn new skills and their applications in 

the areas of Mechanics and Statistics.

Assessment structure

The course is assessed by three equally weighted written papers.

Each paper encourages the use of a calculator and will last two hours.  

The papers comprise of:

Paper 1: Pure Mathematics

Paper 2: Pure Mathematics 

Paper 3: Statistics and Mechanics

Roughly two thirds of the total assessment content will be focused on Pure Mathematics and one sixth on each 

of Mechanics and Statistics.  Some questions will require you to communicate your methods and conclusions 

in a clear way.

What can pupils study next?

This is probably the most marketable A Level in terms of acceptability.  It is di�cult to think of any course 

where it would not be welcomed in combination with other subjects. Courses in science, engineering, 

economics and business all require a certain amount of mathematical content and often A Level Mathematics 

is a prerequisite to some courses – if you have a particular career in mind it would be a good idea to see 

whether Mathematics is a requirement in order to pursue that career.

Who can I contact for further information?

Christopher Tandy – Head of Mathematics: christopher.tandy@bcschool.co.uk    

Awarding Body: 

Pearson Edexcel

Subject Code: 9MA0

MUSIC

This course is for pupils who have a real passion for music; they 

need to be proficient in at least one instrument or voice, have an 

analytical mind and be very keen to learn. Pupils who have a wide 

appreciation for all genres of music will enjoy this course and it will 

prepare them for further music education in all forms.

This course will help to develop…

This Music course provides the development of an unrivalled 

range of skills. Pupils will learn to perform, to compose, to 

understand and replicate harmonic patterns, to analyse, to listen 

perceptively and to appraise.

Transferable skills such as communication skills, group work, 

taking and delegating responsibility, problem solving, independent 

learning, assessing and evaluating their own work as well as the work of others, working with IT and most 

importantly creativity will also be encouraged and explored.

Assessment structure

Component 1:  Appraising Music (40%)

Section A: Listening test using extracts of music from any genre and style.

Section B: Pupils are tested on their analytical understanding of the ‘Western classical tradition 1650-1910 and 

two additional areas of study selected from: Pop music, Music for media, Music for theatre, Jazz, Contemporary 

traditional music and Art music from 1910.

Component 2: Performance (35%)

Pupils perform a recital made up of pieces of their choice, lasting 10-16 minutes. Both solo and/or ensemble 

performances are required.

Component 3: Composition (25%)

Two compositions are required: one to a brief provided by AQA and the other a free composition in any style 

for any forces.

What can pupils study next?

Music A Level is highly regarded by further education institutions and employers alike due to its academic 

and creative nature. Careers that could come directly from studying music are: performer, composer, music 

therapist, music industry, teaching, song-writing, to name a few. 

Who can I contact for further information?

Rebecca Cook – Head of Music: rebecca.cook@bcschool.co.uk 

Awarding Body: AQA

Subject Code: 7272
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MUSIC TECHNOLOGY

This course is for pupils who are truly passionate about music and 

the advances that have been made through technology. GCSE 

Music is an essential pre-requisite, as is experience of music 

theory and grade 3 standard or above on an instrument/voice. 

Physics GCSE gives a helpful but not essential basis for both 

theoretical and practical understanding.

Music Technology A Level covers the study of a wide range of 

popular music styles and provides a deep understanding of the 

development and impact of technology on music and the industry. 

Pupils studying Music Technology in the Sixth Form are privileged 

to spend five hours a week in our school studio, working with the 

programme Logic Pro X. Through this work they learn how record 

to a high standard, edit and manipulate live sound, sequence and 

produce digital sound.

Assessment Structure

Component 1: Recording (20%)

NEA: externally assessed

Component 2: Technology-based composition (20%)

NEA: externally assessed

Component 3: Listening and analysing (25%)

Written examination: 1 hour 30 minutes

Component 4: Producing and analysing (35%)

Written/practical examination: 2 hours 15 minutes

What can pupils study next?

In today’s musical world there is huge scope for possible careers which use music technology such as: 

producing, audio engineering, teaching, film or media composing, performing and sound designing to name 

but a few. This is an extremely exciting course for pupils passionate about both music and technology.

Who can I contact for further information?

Rebecca Cook – Head of Music: rebecca.cook@bcschool.co.uk 

Awarding Body: EDEXCEL

Subject Code: 9MTO

PHOTOGRAPHY

This course will suit those pupils who enjoy exploring the visual 

world around them and wish to develop their understanding 

of ‘lens based’ work. A previous GCSE in Photography is not 

required, although evidence of visual and creative skills will be 

helpful in the form of a portfolio. In the first year of the course, 

pupils will be taught how to use the camera to produce high 

quality and creative images. They will also be directed in 

how to create a work flow and manage their work e�ectively 

and independently. As they are introduced to a range of 

photographers, they will also develop their own portfolio of work 

in response to given themes and stimuli.

In the second year of the course, pupils will then be expected to 

produce their own practical Personal Investigation and a practical 

exam at the end of the year. 

This course will help to develop…

Photography is a practical course in which pupils will develop their understanding of the role and function 

of photography, how to use the camera and its controls and how to make the most of light, space and 

composition. They will also show an understanding of digital manipulation and professional presentation of 

results.

What can pupils study next?

The creative and visual arts industry is one of the largest employers in the country.  This course prepares 

those pupils who wish to progress to art college or engage in careers involving digital arts such as advertising; 

illustration; design; animation; film and working with new technologies

The majority of pupils will progress on to the one-year Foundation Diploma before moving onto a specialist 

Degree course in their chosen specialism. Some individuals will succeed in gaining direct entry onto their 

chosen degree course. 

Who can I contact for further information?

 Tui Harris – Head of Visual Arts: tui.harris@bcschool.co.uk

Assessment structure

Component 1: Personal Investigation (60% of A Level)
Candidates will produce two elements: A portfolio of practical 
work showing their personal response to a chosen starting point. 
A related study of continuous prose with guided minimum of 1,000 
words.

Component 2: Externally set task (40% of A Level) 

An early release paper will be issued 
in February from which candidates will 
choose one starting point to base a 
personal response. The final outcome 
will be produced over 15 hours.

Awarding Body: OCR

Subject Code: H603
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PHYSICS

The first year of the course builds upon and extends work carried 

out in the GCSE course. There are familiar topics such as forces 

and motion, electricity and waves together with new topics such as 

quantum mechanics. In the second year of the course we examine 

concepts in far greater detail and look to see how ideas are 

linked across di�erent areas of the subject. In addition to looking 

at how Physics can be applied in a wide range of areas including 

medicine and astronomy.

This course will help to develop…

Pupils’ ability to visualise concepts and to apply their knowledge 

through a wide range of applications; mathematical, practical and 

team working skills will also develop throughout the course. 

Assessment structure

Theme 1: Development of practical skills in physics

Theme 2: Foundations in physics

Theme 3: Forces and motion

Theme 4: Electrons, waves and photons

Theme 5: Newtonian world and astrophysics

Theme 6: Particles and medical physics

Paper 1: Modelling physics (2 hours 15 minutes, 37%)

Paper 2: Exploring physics (2 hours 15 minutes, 37%)

Paper 3: Unified physics (1 hour 30 minutes, 26%) 

Practical Endorsement: Throughout the course all pupils will be required to undertake an extensive set of 

practical tasks that will be reported upon in the final award of the grade.

What can pupils study next?

Physics is regarded as an excellent base for a wide range of career paths and university courses. Most pupils 

will follow a science based path however the skills acquired throughout the course make this subject desirable 

for any university course or career.

Who can I contact for further information?

Emma Gates – Head of Science: emma.gates@bcschool.co.uk  

Awarding Body: OCR

Subject Code: H556

PSYCHOLOGY

Psychology A Level would suit pupils interested in people and 

human behaviour, a GCSE in Psychology is not necessary. In the 

first year pupils will study the basic research methods required 

to carry out investigations on behaviour; an introduction to how 

psychology has developed over the last couple of centuries; 

factors a�ecting social influence including conformity and 

obedience, the structure of our memory including theories of 

forgetting and factors a�ecting eye witness testimony, the early 

attachments infants form with their caregivers and the e�ect this 

can have on later relationships; and finally a variety of abnormal 

behaviours and their treatments. In their second year, pupils will 

build on the prior research methods knowledge with the addition 

of statistical analysis; explore in greater depth issues and debates 

in psychology such as gender, aggression and schizophrenia. 

This course will help to develop…

Psychology helps us to understand human behaviour.  Whilst it will not provide the answers to many burning 

questions, it will certainly encourage us to be more considerate, patient and understanding of others. That is 

why studying an A Level in Psychology can be useful in everyday life as well as a platform from which to go 

on to further study and possibly a career. During the course, pupils learn how to think independently, question 

evidence, debate ideas, evaluate explanations and develop writing skills. It is important for pupils to become 

familiar with Psychological terminology and by using this in their vocabulary within lessons, this will improve 

their ability discuss and critically analyse a variety of topics. 

Assessment structure

Paper 1: Introductory topics in Psychology (2 hour written exam, 96 marks, 33.3% of A Level)

Social influence, Memory, Attachment and Psychopathology

Paper 2: Psychology in context (2 hour written exam, 96 marks, 33.3% of total A Level mark)

Approaches in Psychology, Biopsychology and Research methods

Paper 3: Issues and options in Psychology (2 hour written exam, 96 marks, 33.3% of A Level)

Issues and debates in Psychology, Gender, Schizophrenia and Aggression

All papers are assessed using a combination of multiple choice, shorter answer and extended writing 

questions.

What can pupils study next?

Psychology has a wide variety of applications, since it is used in all industries in some way, such as managing 

others, advertising, health care, art, sport, counselling, retail, prison service and working with animals. For 

pupils specifically interested in pursuing a career as a Psychologist, there are several options. A degree in 

Psychology is essential, this must be accredited by the British Psychological Society (if studying in the UK), 

usually followed by a Masters and then either a PhD or Doctorate specialising in an area of psychology, such 

as clinical, forensic or sport. 

Who can I contact for further information?

Alex Eberlin – Head of Psychology: alex.eberlin@bcschool.co.uk

Awarding Body: AQA

Subject Code: 7181
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RUSSIAN

(For native speakers only)

A Level Russian helps pupils explore a wide range of topics, which 

will add to their understanding of the language and country. The 

four themes address a range of social issues and trends, as well as 

aspects of the political and artistic culture of Russia and Russian-

speaking countries.

This course will help to develop…

Pupils will learn new grammar and vocabulary and will be able to 

translate into and out of Russian. Pupils will develop their critical 

thinking, creativity, independence and skills of analysis. Pupils will 

also develop skills to be able to learn other languages. People 

with language skills and knowledge usually have an advantage 

over people without them. They stand out as talented and successful people, with broad and exciting horizons. 

Assessment structure

Theme 1:  Development of Russian society

Theme 2: Political and artistic culture in the Russian-speaking world

Theme 3: Moscow or St. Petersburg - Changes in the life of a large Russian city

Theme 4: The last years of the USSR - MS. Gorbachev (1985-1991)

Paper 1 (9RU0/01): Listening, reading and translation (2 hours written exam, 40% of A Level, 80 marks)

Paper 2 (9RU0/02): Written response to works and translation (2 hours and 40 minutes written exam, 30% of A 

Level, 120 marks)

Paper 3 (9RU0/03): Speaking Internally conducted and externally assessed. (21 - 23 minutes, which includes a 

single period of five minutes formal preparation time, 30% of A Level, 72 marks)

What can pupils study next?

There are a wide range of courses available at university; such as a language degree or alternatively 

pupils can study courses such as Business with a language. Speaking more than one language increases 

marketability, as the global economy depends on communication. Many universities and employers tend to 

prefer candidates who speak more than one language.

Who can I contact for further information?

Angela Ba�os – Head of Languages: angela.ba�os@bcschool.co.uk

 

Awarding Body: Edexcel 

Subject Code: 9RU0

SPANISH

Pupils will study the four themes across a range of social issues 

and trends, as well as aspects of the political and artistic culture 

of Spain. Pupils will study two pieces of literature or one piece of 

literature and one film, whilst also translating to and from the target 

language.

This course will help to develop…

A range of important and transferable skills. The tasks pupils 

complete will help them communicate e�ectively; translate 

accurately and research subjects that are of interest to them. 

Learning a language enables pupils to hone skills which will have 

an overwhelmingly positive impact on later life; being able to 

communicate with a greater variety of people, and learning about 

another country and culture will foster a global mindset.

Assessment structure

Paper 1: Listening, reading and translation (2 hours)

Paper 2: Written response to works and translation (2 hours and 40 minutes)

Paper 3: Speaking (21 - 23 minutes)

What can pupils study next?

There are a wide range of courses available at university; such as a language degree or alternatively 

pupils can study courses such as Business with a language. Speaking more than one language increases 

marketability, as the global economy depends on communication. Many universities and employers tend to 

prefer candidates who speak more than one language.

Who can I contact for further information?

Angela Ba�os – Head of Languages: angela.ba�os@bcschool.co.uk

Awarding Body: EDEXCEL

Subject Code: 9SPO
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TEXTILES

This practical course is ideal for creative and visual pupils who 

enjoy exploring design and pattern through working with fabrics, 

dyes and printmaking. A GCSE in Textiles is not essential, but 

experience in a visual subject or a portfolio of work would be 

preferable. In the first year of the course, pupils will be introduced 

to a wide range of creative textile working techniques and 

approaches, producing a portfolio and sketchbook of work in 

response to various themes. Pupils are taught and directed by 

specialist teaching sta�. In the second year of the course, pupils 

will then be expected to produce their own practical personal 

investigation and a practical exam at the end of the year.

This course will help to develop…

Textiles is a practical course in which pupils will develop their 

understanding of working practices, briefs and audiences. They will also show an understanding of the role 

and function of textile design. In their portfolio, they will develop their use of colour, tone, texture and pattern 

through exploring elements of fashion, printed, dyed, constructed, installed and expressive textiles.

Assessment structure

Full A Level. Examined after two years study

Component 1: Personal Investigation (60% of A Level)

Candidates will produce two elements:

A portfolio of practical work showing their personal response to a chosen starting point.

A related study of continuous prose with guided minimum of 1,000 words.

Component 2: Externally set task (40% of A Level) 

An early release paper will be issued on 1 February from which candidates will choose one starting point to 

base a personal response, the final outcome will be produced over 15 hours.

What can pupils study next?

The creative and visual arts industry is one of the largest employers in the country.  This course prepares those 

pupils who wish to progress to art college or engage in careers involving textile arts such as design; fashion; 

costume: interior design; film/ theatre. The majority of pupils will progress on to the one-year Foundation 

Diploma before moving onto a specialist degree course in their chosen specialism. Some individuals will 

succeed in gaining direct entry onto their chosen degree course. 

Who can I contact for further information?

 Tui Harris – Head of Visual Arts: tui.harris@bcschool.co.uk

Awarding Body: OCR

Subject Code: H604
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HOW TO FIND US

ISLE OF WIGHT

SOUTHAMPTONN

BCS SENIOR
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POOLE

ROMSEY

WINCHESTER
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FORUM
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EASTLEIGH

@BCS_School @bournemouthcollegiateschool BCS

BCS SENIOR

College Road

Bournemouth, Dorset 

BH5 2DY

+44 (0)1202 436550

BCS o�ers transport across Dorset and the New Forest area. Please enquire: registrar@bcschool.co.uk

POKESDOWN

5 MINUTE
WALK FROM

TRAIN STATION

BOURNEMOUTH

AIRPORT

LESS THAN 20
MINUTES FROM

BUS ROUTES

We o�er a number of Bus routes in the local area, please see the map below:
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