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Dear Parents and Pupils,

All pupils at BCS follow a broad balanced curriculum designed to keep their options open and develop 

essential skills on their journey to employment. As pupils move into Year 10 the compulsory curriculum is 

reduced and pupils are o�ered a choice in the subjects they study.

The choice of subjects is an important one and the two years of preparation for GCSE examinations are the 

most significant to date. Moreover, GCSE grades are a key element in admission to university or employment.

There will be an Options Evening on Tuesday 30th January where the Options process will be explained and 

opportunity given to talk to sta� about di�erent subject choices. The Parents’ Evening on Wednesday 7th 

February will provide you with the opportunity to speak to your teachers about your current level of progress 

in each subject. 

This booklet is intended to provide you with key information about the courses on o�er in Years 10 and 11. 

However, should you require further guidance and support our sta� are available to assist you.

Regards

Maria Coulter - BSc Hons, PGCE, NPQH 

Principal
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INTRODUCTION

We believe in ensuring that all our pupils study a broad and balanced curriculum designed to keep their 

options open. As pupils move into Year 10 the curriculum is reduced allowing for greater choice. To this end, 

the Year 10 and Year 11 curriculum has two parts to it - a compulsory core and a choice of optional subjects.

OVERVIEW:

COMPULSORY (CORE) SUBJECTS
All pupils follow a core curriculum which includes studying the following subjects to GCSE:

• Mathematics

• English Language

• English Literature*

• Combined Science (two GCSEs) 

Some pupils who have an appropriate level of scientific ability may wish to take three separate sciences; 

Biology, Chemistry and Physics. This can be selected out of the option blocks (see below). Those opting 

for Triple Science will need to satisfy the requirements evidenced through previous assessments and 

exams. Pupils will complete either Combined Science or Triple Science.

*For some pupils it may be suitable to study English Language only, this will be discussed with individuals on a 

one to one basis.

OPTION SUBJECTS
In addition to the choices above pupils may select four of the following subjects to study to GCSE (pupils are 

advised to select at least one of the subjects in bold):

• Art and Design

• Business

• Computer Science

• CPE – Certificate of Personal E�ectiveness

• Dance

• Design Technology

• Drama

• EAL - English as an additional language

• French

• Geography

• Graphics

• History

• Music

• Physical Education

• Sports Science (OCR Cambridge National Award)
• Religious Studies
• Spanish
• Triple Science (Biology, Chemistry, Physics) - three GCSEs
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CHOOSING OPTIONS

In general pupils have a free choice to study the subjects they wish. When considering their choices they need 

to carefully balance the following:

• Enjoyment and interest

• Their current ability in the subject and likely progress and attainment

• The combination of subjects to ensure a broad, balanced curriculum and to keep open future options

We strongly advise that pupils and parents discuss choices with subject teachers and tutors and seek 

additional support where necessary. We will discourage combinations which we feel are inappropriate. In the 

majority of cases you may be able to study the subjects you wish. However, there may be limitations because 

of the combination; if there is a problem we will contact you. 

TIMETABLE FOR YEAR 9 - YEAR 10 OPTION CHOICES

Tuesday 30th January 2024  Options Evening

Wednesday 7th February 2024 Virtual Parents Evening 

Friday 23rd February 2024              Options choices to be completed on Microsoft Forms

COSTS

Entries for examinations vary in price and are subject to change by the relevant examination board:  typically 

they are  between £40 - £120. The costs will be added to Parent Pay in the spring term of Year 11 for most 

courses, however for BTEC Performing Arts, the charge will be added to Parent Pay in the first term of Year 10.

ADDITIONAL CURRICULUM 

OPPORTUNITIES

PHYSICAL EDUCATION, SWIMMING 

AND GAMES

Three lessons a week are set aside for the Physical 

Education Programme. This will include a Games 

afternoon and one PE lesson. 

All pupils participate in a wide variety of activities that 

follow the National Curriculum for Physical Education. 

Games afternoons are structured so that pupils can 

take advantage of either a recreational sporting 

stream to develop health and fitness whilst enjoying 

sport and/or a competitive stream. Pupils can opt into 

training for school squad teams during this time.

The emphasis of the Year 10 and Year 11 Physical 

Education programmes is one of enjoyment, 

participation and an appreciation of the need to keep 

fit and healthy. 

In addition to the timetabled PE/Games lessons each 

week, all pupils will have the opportunity to take part 

in a variety of extra-curricular sports clubs, teams and 

fixtures. 

An example of the activities on o�er include; Netball, 

Hockey, Basketball, Dance, Rugby, Football, Tennis, 

Rounders, Athletics, Swimming, Surfing, Fitness, 

Trampolining and Badminton.

PERSONAL SOCIAL HEALTH 

EDUCATION

The PSHE programme of work reflects our 

commitment to helping prepare young people to 

lead confident, healthy, safe and independent lives 

in society. Pupils are encouraged to develop their 

self-knowledge, self-esteem and self-confidence, 

to accept responsibility for their behaviour, to show 

initiative and to gain the skills and understanding they 

need to become positive contributors to community 

life.
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WORK EXPERIENCE AND CAREERS

Work Experience is a valuable time from which a pupil may glean an insight in to the ‘world of work’ and give 

them a better idea of what career they may want to do or ‘not’ in the future. Pupils will be expected to take 

part in a five day Work Experience placement in Year 10. During the week teachers will visit and complete an 

assessment to find out from the employer how the pupils have progressed. This information can then be used 

to support a reference for Higher Education or a part-time job. We use a number of online packages as part of 

the careers programme helping pupils with career options from Year 9 onwards. This will help pupils to know 

more about their career path, and assist with information to support decisions going on to Higher Education.

DUKE OF EDINBURGH’S AWARD

The Duke of Edinburgh’s Award Scheme has been running successfully at BCS for several years. The national 

award is a challenging programme of activities which encourages participants to discover and develop 

personal interests and social and practical skills, to help individuals or the community at large, to improve their 

performance in a sport or physical activity, and to enjoy the spirit of adventure and discovery outdoors.

All Year 9 pupils have had the opportunity to commence the introductory Bronze Award. This will continue into 

Year 10 before progressing on to the Silver Award in Year 11 and Gold Award in the Sixth Form.

CO-CURRICULAR 

The ethos of Co-Curricular is embedded into BCS and works to support the whole school directive of 

curiosity, commitment, creativity and community. It aims to provide opportunities for pupils to access activities, 

programmes and learning experiences that complement their learning in school. There will be a plethora of 

activities for pupils to take full advantage of which will be both formal and informal.

Co-Curricular at BCS encompasses the whole school musical, sporting events, celebrations of the arts, 

academic clinics, chess, orchestral evenings, house events, careers talks, scholar twilight seminars and much 

more.

The Co-Curricular programme will run before school, at lunch (12.30pm-1.30pm), 3.45pm-4.45pm Monday-

Thursday and during the evenings and weekends when required.
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What will I study?

You will study a variety of texts from di�erent time periods and genres of literature: ‘An Inspector Calls’, 

‘Macbeth’, a contemporary fiction text and a selection of poetry from the Edexcel Anthology. You will learn 

about the literary conventions of these texts and the social and historical contexts in which the texts were 

written.

What skills will I learn?

You will learn to explore the language, structures and forms writers use to create specific e�ects or to explore 

a variety of themes. Also, you will learn to write extended, analytical responses to the texts.

How is it assessed?

One external examination

Two analytical coursework essays

Paper 1: 2 hours

Section A – Unseen Poetry

Section B – Anthology Poetry

Section C – Modern Prose

Coursework:

Analysis of language, structure and form in ‘An Inspector Calls’

Analysis of language, structure, form and context in ‘Macbeth’

*For some pupils it may be suitable to study English Language only. This will be discussed with individuals and 

their parents.

What will I study?

You will study the core skills for communicating in the modern world. You will learn how writers use di�erent 

techniques to create certain e�ects, how they can manipulate the way you respond to them by their choice of 

words and the structure of their writing. You will study a variety of fiction and non-fiction texts that will broaden 

your reading experience immensely.

What skills will I learn?

You will learn to write fluently, accurately and in detail. You will develop your analytical skills so you are able to 

explore written texts to a high level.

How is it assessed?

Two external examinations

Paper 1: 2 hours 15 minutes

Section A – Reading: comprehension and analysis of one unseen and one pre-released non-fiction text.

Section B – Transactional writing: one writing task with a given topic, purpose, audience and form.

Paper 2: 1 hour 30 minutes

Section A – Question on one text from Part 2 of the Anthology.

Section B – Imaginative writing based one stimulus.

English Language

CORE

Exam Board/Course Code: Edexcel (4EAIA)

English Literature

CORE

Exam Board/Course Code: Edexcel (4ET1)
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What will I study?

The IGCSE Mathematics qualification requires pupils to demonstrate application and understanding in a 

number of areas, for example:

• Use numerical skills in a purely mathematical way and in real-life situations.

• Algebra:

     -  Understand the distinction between expressions, equations and formulae.

     -  Use algebra to set up and solve problems.

     -  Construct and use graphs.

• Geometry:

     -  Use properties of angles.

     -  Understand a range of transformations.

     -  Understand ideas of space and shape.

     -  Use a ruler, a pair of compasses and a protractor appropriately.

• Statistics:

     -  Understand basic ideas of statistical averages.

     -  Use a range of statistical techniques.

     -  Use basic ideas of probability.

What skills will I learn?

The IGCSE Mathematics qualification enables pupils to:

• Develop their knowledge and understanding of mathematical concepts and techniques.

• Acquire a foundation of mathematical skills for further study in the subject or related areas.

• Enjoy using and applying mathematical techniques and concepts, and to become confident in using 

mathematics to solve problems.

• Be able to appreciate the importance of mathematics in society, employment and study.

How is it assessed?

The IGCSE Mathematics qualification is comprised of two examinations at the end of three years of study 

(having started in year 9). Pupils are entered at either Foundation Tier or Higher Tier with our  aim being that all 

pupils are entered for the tier that will give them the greatest opportunity to achieve their target grade.

Combined Science is a linear qualification, assessed at the end of the two year course. Combined Science 

equates to two GCSE’s. All students will study this course unless they have chosen Triple Science.

What will I study?

The course is comprised of all three sciences; Biology, Chemistry and Physics.

• Biology: cell biology, organisation, infection and response; biogenetics; homoeostasis and response; 

inheritance, variation and evolution and ecology.

• Chemistry: atomic structure and the periodic table; bonding, structure and the properties of matter; 

quantitative chemistry; chemical changes; energy changes; The rate and extent of chemical change; 

organic chemistry; chemical analysis; chemistry of the atmosphere and using resources.

• Physics: energy; electricity; particle model of matter, atomic structure; forces; waves and magnetism and 

electromagnetism.

What skills will I learn?

You will develop scientific knowledge through: investigation, observation, experimentation and by testing out 

ideas.

The course itself is delivered in a variety of ways; this includes 21 required practical activities which ensures 

that learning is engaging and purposeful. The practical activities are a compulsory component of the course 

and as such are distributed throughout Years 10 and 11.

How is it assessed?

The Combined Science qualification consists of six written papers; two Biology, two Chemistry and two 

Physics. Each paper is structured in the following way:

• Written exam: 1 hour 15 minutes

• 70 marks

• Each paper equates to 16.7% of the GCSE

The questions will include multiple choice, closed short answer and open response.

Mathematics

CORE

Exam Board/Course Code: Edexcel (4MA1 Specification A)

Combined Science

CORE

Exam Board/Course Code: AQA (GCSE Combined Science Trilogy 8464)
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What kind of pupil would enjoy this course?

This course is for all pupils who have enjoyed Art at KS3, whether it was through producing technical work or 

more creative and imaginative outcomes. It is for all individuals who wish to explore the subject further in any 

of its forms – painting, drawing, printing, mixed media, photography, 3D or textiles. 

Pupils choosing this course need to be committed and should have demonstrated their interest through their 

classwork and homework.

What will I study?

In the first part of the course, pupils will be taught to develop their technical skills, exploring methods of 

painting, drawing, printing, mixed media, photography and textiles. Work will be predominantly teacher 

directed and will the based on a chosen theme. Pupils will then be able to explore their own responses, 

researching, developing and exploring concepts before producing their own final outcomes. Pupils will be 

encouraged to develop their own personal area of interest and strength.

Pupils will engage in the creative process, exploring and developing ideas or themes, producing images, 

artefacts and products. They will learn to be independent, critical and reflective thinkers and will experiment 

with a range of materials and techniques. 

What skills will I learn?

Pupils will learn a wide range of technical skills, exploring di�erent approaches before focusing on their own 

area of expertise. In addition, they will also be expected to:

• Develop their ideas

• Refine their work

• Select and experiment with appropriate media, materials, techniques and processes

• Record and research ideas and concepts

• Present a personal outcome, creating links to appropriate artists and designers

How is it assessed?

Component 1: Portfolio (60%)

In Year 10 and up to the January of Year  11, pupils will produce a wide range of practical work, showing their 

response to selected themes, briefs or starting points. This is internally assessed and externally moderated. 

Work will be presented in sketchbooks and in their portfolios. One major project is submitted for the final 

GCSE assessment. 

Component 2: Externally Set Task (40%)

In February of Year 11 pupils will be given an early release paper from the exam board, which will provide 

five themes from which pupils will choose the most suitable one. They will then develop their own personal, 

practical response to this theme, developing ideas before producing the final outcome in 10 hours under exam 

conditions.

Art and Design: Fine Art

OPTION

Exam Board/Course Code: OCR (J171)

What kind of pupil would enjoy this course?

Pupils who enjoy taking an active part in lessons and learning about the wider world will like Business. Pupils 

will participate in group activities, role plays, and presentations as well as work independently.  If they dream 

about becoming an entrepreneur or working in business in the future they will get an opportunity to see how it 

all works.

What will I study? 

This course has a focus on enterprise and start-up businesses and therefore is very accessible for GCSE 

pupils. The course content includes business opportunities, enterprise, marketing, finance, people in business, 

operations management, and the wider economic content. Pupils learn about how entrepreneurs find a gap in 

the market for a product or a service and the skills and techniques they need to employ to become successful. 

They will study the functional areas within a business, as well as the wider world in which businesses have to 

operate.

What skills will I learn?

Pupils will learn a variety of skills which will help them progress onto A levels. They learn research skills when 

investigating real businesses, ICT skills for presenting and researching as well analysis and evaluative skills 

in preparation for the examination. Pupils who have studied Business have high level skills that employers 

look for such as the ability to research markets, analyse performance data, make key business decisions and 

manage finances. Many pupils who study Business at GCSE continue on this academic pathway through A 

Level and on to University.

How is it assessed?

The GCSE course is assessed through two examinations taken at the end of Year 11.

Theme 1: Investigating small business. 1 hour 30 minutes (50%)

Theme 2: Building a business. 1 hour 30 minutes (50%)

Business

OPTION

Exam Board/Course Code: Edexcel (1BS0)



16 17

What kind of pupil would enjoy this course?

The impact of computers upon modern society is almost without limit. This course is ideal for the pupil 

who wishes to use a computer to solve problems and create their own solutions rather than just being the 

consumers of the work of others. A real desire to solve problems and be motivated to create their own 

solutions is a necessity.

The course would suit a pupil who is interested in identifying and solving problems. In addition, this subject 

requires the skills most associated with ‘creative thinkers‘. No previous experience of computer science is 

required although pupils should be capable mathematicians as this indicates the conceptual ability required.

What will I study?

Pupils will study the fundamentals of computer systems, programming, data structures and networking in 

addition to the theory of computation. Pupils will learn to solve problems in a strategic manner including the 

production, implementation, and testing of appropriate computational solutions.

What skills will I learn?

Pupils will learn Python as a main programming language but other languages will be studied for comparison 

and where appropriate to the context. Pupils will gain a thorough understanding of the techniques required to 

use Computational Thinking to solve problems.

How is it assessed?

Assessment consists of two written papers with weightings shown below.

Paper 1: Computer Systems (50%)

Paper 2: Computational thinking, algorithms, and programming (50%)

Computer Science

OPTION

Exam Board/Course Code: AQA 8525

What kind of pupil would enjoy this course?

The CPE course aims to develop a range of skills and provides a way in which you can gain credit for what you 

have learnt from a wide variety of activities, both in and out of school. In addition, the course will help you to 

develop your employability skills and personal e�ectiveness.

What will I study?

There are two assessment tiers: Level 1 and Level 2. Pupils at BCS will be working towards a Level 2 

qualification which is the equivalent to a 5/6 at GCSE.

Pupils along with support from their teacher chose challenges to complete from 12 modules covering a 

range of interests and subject areas, some of which include; Expressive Arts, Health and Fitness, Vocational 

preparation and Work Related Learning and Enterprise. Challenges are tailored to suit the individual as much 

as possible.

What skills will I learn?

• Working with others

• How to improve your own learning and performance 

• Problem solving

• Planning and carrying out research tasks

• Planning and giving an oral presentation

How is it assessed?

Pupils produce a portfolio of evidence which is assessed by their course tutor. Once this has been completed, 

it will be sent for regional moderation.

CPE (Certi昀椀cate of Personal E昀昀ectiveness)

OPTION

Exam Board/Course Code: ASDAN
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What kind of pupil would enjoy this course?

All pupils who enjoy the challenge designing and making, including those who are looking for a career in a 

related industry.

What will I study? 

GCSE Design and Technology helps pupils to develop their creativity. The making of furniture is a vital feature 

of their experience of taking this course, learning core technical principles and Design and Make principles.

This two unit specification requires pupils to develop their application of knowledge and understanding when 

developing ideas, planning, producing products and evaluating them.

What skills will I learn?

Design and Technology is a practical subject area which requires the application of knowledge and 

understanding when developing ideas, planning, producing products and evaluating them. The distinction 

between Designing and Making is a convenient one to make, but in practice the two often merge.

How is it assessed?

Written Examination: 50%

Section A - Core Technical Principles (20 Marks)

Section B - Specialist (30 Marks)

Section C - Design and Make (50 Marks) 

Non Exam Assessment: 50%

30-35 Hours (100 Marks)

Design Technology

OPTION

Exam Board/Course Code: AQA (8552)

What kind of pupil would enjoy this course?

Dance is a powerful and expressive subject which encourages students to develop their creative, physical, 

emotional and intellectual capacity, whatever their previous experience in the subject. Therefore, any pupils 

who are keen to develop their confidence and perform in front of others.

What will I study?

A variety of dance styles, exploring dance as a practical art form in which ideas are communicated to an 

audience. Students will develop physical, expressive, mental and choreographic skills as well as knowledge 

and understanding of dance through performance, choreography and critical appreciation.

What skills will I learn?

• Individual confidence

• Persistence

• Creativity

• Spatial awareness

• Coordination

• Problem solving

• Collaboration skills

• Analytical and evaluative thinking 

• Performance and presentation skills

• Understanding how meaning is communicated to an audience

• Deeper understanding of social and historical context

• Knowledge of how to use dance terminology appropriately

How is it assessed?

The course is 60% practical.

There are three components. 

Component 1: Performance

• Set phrases through a solo performance (approximately 1 minute in duration)

• Duet/trio performance (Between 3-5 minutes in duration)

Marked by teacher moderated by AQA.

Component 2: Choreography

• Solo or group choreography – a solo (two to two and a half minutes) or a group dance for two to five 

dancers (three to three and a half minutes)

Marked by teacher moderated by AQA.

Dance

OPTION

Exam Board/Course Code: AQA 8236
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What kind of pupil would enjoy this course?

Any pupil who is keen to develop their confidence and ultimately perform in front of others. Pupils who are 

interested in theatre and performance or design skills.

What will I study?

All types of theatre, exploring drama as a practical art form in which ideas are communicated to an 

audience. Students will study a play of social and historical significance. Devise their own play, while gaining 

understanding of research, rehearsal methods and evaluation when writing a devising log. They will also select 

sections from a play to perform for the AQA examiner. The students will see plays of some merit and learn how 

to evaluate live theatre.  

What skills will I learn?

• Individual confidence

• Collaboration skills

• Analytical and evaluative thinking

• Performance and presentation skills

• Knowledge of character motivation, interaction and sub-text

• Understanding how meaning is communicated to an audience

• Analysing and evaluation skills of how plays are presented

• Communication skills by keeping written records of the devising process

• Deeper understanding of social and historical context

• Knowledge of how to use theatre terminology appropriately

How is it assessed?

The course is 40% practical.

There are three components:

Component 1: Understanding Drama. 1 hour 45 mins (open book written exam) 40%

1. Knowledge and understanding of drama

2. Study of one set play

3. Analysis and evaluation of live theatre

Component 2: Devising Drama. (practical and written) 40%

1. Process of creating devised drama

2. Performance of devised drama

3. Devising log, documenting the devising process and evaluating the final performance. 

Marked by teachers and moderated by AQA

Component 3: Texts in Practice (practical) 20% 

Performance of two extracts from one play 

Marked by AQA

It is expected that all pupils for whom English is a second language will take EAL as one of their options in 

order to access group EAL support.

As part of this, pupils will receive general English support across all subjects and will also be prepared for the 

Cambridge English: First examination. 

Cambridge English: First, also known as the First Certificate in English (FCE), is an upper-intermediate, 

international English Language qualification that focuses on Level B2 of the Common European Framework of 

Reference for Languages (CEFR)

Cambridge English: First is one of the most widely taken of all the exams provided by Cambridge English 

Language Assessment and is accepted in commerce, industry, universities and higher education institutions as 

proof of everyday written and spoken English for work and study purposes.

BCS o�ers preparation for the Cambridge English: First (FCE) for Schools. This course targets the interests 

and experiences of school-age learners to improve their English skills. If the pupil reaches the appropriate 

language level then they are supported in applying for the examination.

The assessment consists of four examination papers designed to test the key language skills. The four 

papers are: Reading and Use of English; Writing; Listening; and Speaking. The Speaking test is taken face-to-

face with two examiners and two candidates, providing a realistic and reliable measure of ability.

The examinations take place locally at a Cambridge approved Centre.

EAL pupils may also be entered for the IGCSE English as a Second Language qualification as an alternative 

to English Language and Literature qualifications, depending on their level of proficiency. 

Drama

OPTION

Exam Board/Course Code: AQA 8261

EAL English as an additional Language

OPTION

Exam Board/Course Code: Edexcel 4ES1
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What kind of pupil would enjoy this course?

Pupils who have a genuine desire to learn about the world in which we live. They will study within a framework 

of physical and human themes and investigate the links between them. Pupils who choose Geography GCSE 

should be prepared to ask and answer challenging questions. They need to reflect upon their role in society 

and to consider di�erent viewpoints, values and attitudes.

What will I study?

The topics studied will include climate change, poverty, deprivation, global shifts in economic power and the 

challenge of sustainable resource use.

Paper 1: Living with the physical environment

• The challenge of natural hazards

• Physical landscapes in the UK

• The living world 

Paper 2: Challenges in the human environment

• Urban issues and challenges

• The changing economic world

• The challenge of resource management

Paper 3: Geographical applications

• Issue evaluation

• Fieldwork

What skills will I learn?

Geography pupils are required to develop and demonstrate a range of geographical skills including 

cartographic, graphical, numerical and statistical. They will also be required to demonstrate the ability to 

formulate enquiry and argument. Literacy skills will also be assessed in this course.

How is it assessed?

This qualification is linear which means the pupils sit the exams at the end of the course. The assessment is in 

the form of three written exam papers.

Paper 1: Living with the Physical Environment. 1 hour 30 minutes (35%)

Paper 2: Challenges in the Human Environment. 1 hour 30 minutes (35%)

Paper 3: Geographical Applications. 1 hour (30%)

Geography

OPTION

Exam Board/Course Code: AQA (8035)

Enterprise and Marketing

OPTION

Exam Board/Course Code: OCR (Cambridge National Level 1/2 J837)

What kind of pupil would enjoy this course?

The Cambridge National in Enterprise and Marketing is a practical, accessible course inspiring students 

to develop real-world skills to prepare them for their future. It is designed for students who like working 

independently and want to take a more vocational approach to their studies. The course contains both 

practical and theoretical elements, it encourages students to be creative and is designed to allow students to 

explore more deeply areas of interest.

What will I study?

You will understand and apply the fundamental principles and concepts of Enterprise and Marketing. Topics 

include characteristics of entrepreneurs, risk and reward for enterprise, market research and target customers, 

what makes a product financially viable, the marketing mix and factors to consider when starting up and 

running an enterprise. You will use your learning in practical real-life situations such as, carrying out market 

research; planning a new product and pitching it to a panel of experts; reviewing whether a business proposal 

is financially viable. 

What skills will I learn?

Entrepreneurial skills and knowledge which are key to the business and enterprise sector, sole trader skills 

and knowledge in areas such as e-marketing, creativity, pitching and cost modelling. Alongside this you will 

gain a full range of transferable skills including verbal communication/ presentation, research, problem solving, 

analytical skills, digital presentation, planning and creative thinking.

How is it assessed?

Students must complete three units:

• One externally assessed unit (examination)

• Two centre-assessed units (NEA)

There are assessments in January and June and the results for the Level 2 Certificate are graded Distinction *, 

Distinction, Merit, Pass.
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What kind of pupil would enjoy this course?

Pupils who are interested in finding out about the history and the story of the people in the United Kingdom, 

the rise of Hitler, the Wild West and the power of Elizabeth I; there is something for everyone. Pupils who are 

interested in the past for its own sake but also wish to understand how and why the world is as it is today. 

Pupils who enjoy discussing, evaluating and arguing their opinions and interpretations on historical topics.  

Pupils who want to get an academic GCSE that is well respected by universities and employers. 

What will I study?

• Migrants c800-present

• American West: c1835-c1895

• Early Elizabethan England 1558-88

• Weimar and Nazi Germany 1918-39

What skills will I learn?

You will learn key features and characteristics about the above topics; explain and analyse historical events 

and interpretations; analyse, evaluate and use primary and secondary sources; analyse, evaluate and make 

substantiated judgements about interpretations. You will develop your oral skills in presenting information, 

debating and arguing your opinions. You will learn how to take notes and write detailed  answers to questions, 

you do need to answer questions but you should not worry that you will need to write pages of essays!  

How is it assessed?

Three written examinations:

Paper 1: Migrants c800-present. 1 hour 15 minutes (30%)

Paper 2: American West and Elizabethan England. 1 hour 45 minutes (40%)

Paper 3: Weimar Nazi Germany. 1 hour 20 minutes (30%)

History

OPTION

Exam Board/Course Code: Edexcel (1HI0)

What kind of pupil would enjoy this course?

Students who have a flair for design, branding and marketing of products will enjoy this course or anyone 

wishing to explore a career in the Design Industry such as Architecture or Interior Design. 

What will I study?

Students will study one or more area(s) of graphic communication, such as those listed below:

• Communication graphics

• Design for print

• Advertising and branding

• Illustration

• Package design

• Typography

• Multi-media

• Signage

• Exhibition graphics.

What skills will I learn?

The specification requires pupils to develop;

• In Component 1 (portfolio) students develop responses to initial starting points, project briefs or specified 

tasks and realise intentions informed by research, the development and refinement of ideas and 

meaningful engagement with selected sources. Responses will include evidence of drawing for di�erent 

purposes and needs and written annotation.

• In Component 2 (externally set assignment) students respond to a starting point provided by AQA. 

This response provides evidence of the student’s ability to work independently within specified time 

constraints, realise intentions that are personal and meaningful and explicitly address the requirements of 

all four assessment objectives.

How is it assessed?

Component 1: 60 Marks 

Component 2: 40 Marks

Total: 100 Marks

Graphical Communication

OPTION

Exam Board/Course Code: AQA GCSE Graphical Communication (Art and Design Syllabus) 

(8201, 8202, 8203, 8204, 8205, 8206)
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French and Spanish

What kind of pupil would enjoy this course?

Pupils who enjoy languages and travelling would enjoy this course. Those pupils who wish to work in an 

international or global context would benefit from studying a language. By taking a language GCSE, you not 

only just learn the language, you also get to find out about other people, countries, and cultures; so, it really 

is an interesting and varied subject that will make you stand out. Using a language at work could raise your 

salary by 8 - 20% and is a real achievement that friends will envy and employers will love!

What will I study?

• My personal world

• Lifestyle and wellbeing

• My neighbourhood

• Media and technology

• Studying and my future

• Travel and Tourism 

What skills will I learn?

You will:

• Develop the ability to communicate confidently and coherently with native speakers in speech and writing, 

conveying what you want to say with increasing accuracy

• Listen to and understand clearly articulated, standard speech at near normal speed

• Acquire new knowledge, skills and ways of thinking through the ability to understand and respond to a rich 

range of authentic spoken and written material including literary texts

• Develop awareness and understanding of the culture and identity of the countries and communities where 

the language is spoken

• Develop language strategies, including repair strategies

• Develop language learning skills both for immediate use and to prepare for further language study and 

use in schools, higher education or employment

How is it assessed?

The full vocabulary content that will be assessed by this qualification, in both receptive and productive tasks. 

The vocabulary list comprises 1200 words to be used at both Foundation and Higher tier and an additional 

500 words to be used at Higher tier only.

1. Speaking 25%

2. Listening and understanding 25%

3. Reading and understanding  25%

4. Writing 25%

Modern Foreign Languages

OPTION

Exam Board/Course Code: Edexcel (1FR1 1SP1)

What kind of pupil would enjoy this course?

Pupils who have a passion for performing and composing will thrive on this course! The specification allows 

pupils to be creative whilst learning about a wide range of musical styles and genres and developing the solo 

and ensemble skills required to excel in their performances.

The course suits musicians of all instruments and styles, from rock guitarists to classical pianists, pop vocalists 

to drummers. The performance element can be tailored to each individual, as can the compositions. There 

is no minimum standard for the performance element although students will need to be taking individual 

instrumental/voice lessons to enable them to prepare for assessments. If you have a passion for music you will 

love this course!

What will I study?

The course is made up of three units: Understanding Music, Performing and Composing. Throughout the 

course you will study four key ‘areas of study': Western Classical Music 1650-1910, Popular Music, Traditional 

Music and Western Classical Music since 1910. There are compulsory set works that need to be studied: we 

currently cover Mozart Clarinet Concerto and 3 numbers from ‘Little Shop of Horrors’ but we chose material to 

study in the two other areas of study. This will all inform your own compositions as well as guide you through 

your final listening exam. 

This is also a course in which visits to concerts, shows and musical workshops are integral to the experiences 

of our pupils.

What skills will I learn?

You will learn how to be an accomplished, confident performer; how to compose interesting music using 

compositional tools; how to analyse and appraise a range of musical styles and genres; and how to perform as 

part of an ensemble. You will also gain valuable social skills and gain confidence through the course.

How is it assessed?

60% of this GCSE is coursework-based, including the performances and the composition units:

Component 1: Listening and Appraising (40%), Listening exam (externally marked)

Component 2: Performing (30%), Non-exam Assessment (NEA)

Component 3: Composing (30%), Non-exam Assessment (NEA)

 

 

Music

OPTION

Exam Board/Course Code: AQA (8271)
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What kind of pupil would enjoy this course?

This is a theory-based course with classroom lessons developing the knowledge and understanding of the 

numerous benefits of sport and exercise. This course will provide in-depth learning on the topics of sports 

injuries and dealing with common medical conditions, the links between diet, sport and nutrition, and how to 

apply the principles of training to a personal fitness training program.

 

What will I study?

• Reducing the risk of sports injuries and dealing with common medical conditions

• Applying the principles of training and how it a�ects skill performance

• Nutrition and sports performance

 

What skills will I learn?

• Develop a range of skills through involvement in sport and physical activity in di�erent contexts and roles.          

• Develop their ability to apply theoretical knowledge to practical situations.            

• Gain a better understanding of the complexity of di�erent areas of sport and the sports industry

• Increase their awareness of di�erent ways to stay involved in sport and physical activity and of di�erent 

careers and roles within sport.    

 

How is it assessed?

This qualification is assessed through a single one hour written paper focused on ‘Reducing the Risk  of 

Sports Injuries’.

A further two units of the course are assessed centrally and take the form tasks which comprise of reports, 

presentations and guides in the areas stated in the ‘What will I study?’ section. These pieces  of coursework 

are then moderated externally.

Sports Science (Cambridge National Award)

OPTION

Exam Board/Course Code: OCR (J828)

Physical Education

OPTION

Exam Board/Course Code: OCR (J587)

What kind of pupil would enjoy this course?

• Those who want a course which develops knowledge and understanding of the benefits of sport and 

exercise. 

• Those who can perform at a high level in at least 3 di�erent sports.

• Those who are interested in fitness and health, personal training and coaching young people.

• Those who would like to study sport, exercise and fitness at university.

Pupils choosing GCSE Physical Education must be regularly competing in sport outside of school, preferably in 

at least two of their sports.

What will I study?

There are five di�erent elements to the Physical Education course:

• Applied Anatomy and Physiology, Skeletal System, Muscular System, Movement Analysis, Cardiovascular 

and Respiratory Systems, The E�ects of Exercise on Body Systems

• Physical Training: Components of Fitness and How to Apply Them, Preventing Injuries

• Socio-cultural influences

• Sport Psychology

• Health, Fitness and Well Being, Diet and Nutrition

What skills will I learn?

The knowledge and techniques of how to keep fit and healthy by designing a personal exercise plan. You will 

also learn how to analyse and interpret physiological and contemporary reasons for why people compete in 

sport. Over the course you will develop skills of analysis and evaluate your own personal performance and the 

performance of others.

How is it assessed?

The Physical Education course is assessed through the following:

Practical performance: each pupil will be assessed by NEA on three sports (40%)

• The written analysis of skills and abilities in one of their chosen sports

Written examination (60%)

• Paper 1: Physical Factions a�ecting performance (30%)

• Paper 2: Socio-Cultural issues and Sports Psychology (30%)
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What kind of pupil would enjoy this course?

If you enjoy analysing and evaluating religious and philosophical viewpoints, challenging long held beliefs, 

and being confronted by belief systems which you have not really encountered before at an adult level, this 

subject is well worth your consideration.

What will I study?

You will learn about the beliefs and practices of Christians and Muslims. You will consider how these beliefs 

and practices a�ect everyday life and how they influence decision-making and general behaviour.

• Paper 1 involves a study of the Religious, Philosophical and Ethical approach of Christianity and Islam.

• Paper 2 is a study of Ethics (Moral Philosophy). Topics covered will include War and Peace; Justice, 

Ecology, Marriage, Abortion, Euthanasia and Medical Science.

We look at all religious, ethical and philosophical points of view from a neutral and objective standpoint; 

everything is ‘up for grabs’ in our debates, with a deep respect for the views of people, so that RS GCSE will 

be a safe environment to study these academic topics.

What skills will I learn?

You will develop the skills of mind-mapping, essay writing and reading academic articles, alongside speaking 

and listening to others, as well as mastering the details of each topic.

  

Pupils who take Religious Studies learn how religion, philosophy and ethics form the basis of our culture, and 

develop valuable skills that will help prepare you for further study; both in A Level Philosophy and Ethics and 

also for Theology and Philosophy Degrees at University. Pupils who have ambitions to study PPE at University 

will find this course very helpful.

How is it assessed?

There are two papers at the end of the two year course and there is no course work.

Religious Studies

OPTION

Exam Board/Course Code: AQA (8062)

What kind of pupil would enjoy this course?

The Triple Science course is ideal for pupils who love science. More content is covered during the course of 

the separate biology, chemistry and physics programmes, allowing pupils to delve into the intricacies of each 

science and explore their application in much more detail. 

Triple Science is designed to provide a basis for progression to further study in A Level sciences as topics 

are generally covered in more depth than the double award courses. With this in mind, Triple Science is a 

di�cult and fast paced course which is aimed at pupils who are academically able to cope with the demands 

and challenges of the course. If you are already thinking about university and careers and are interested 

in science-based degrees and jobs, then it is definitely worth considering taking Triple Science. Most top 

universities prefer applicants for science subjects to have taken the triple award option at GCSE, but this is not 

essential.

What will I study?

• Biology: cell biology, organisation, infection and response; biogenetics; homoeostasis and response; 

inheritance, variation and evolution and ecology.

• Chemistry: atomic structure and the periodic table; bonding, structure and the properties of matter; 

quantitative chemistry; chemical changes; energy changes; The rate and extent of chemical change; 

organic chemistry; chemical analysis; chemistry of the atmosphere and using resources.

• Physics: energy; electricity; particle model of matter, atomic structure; forces; waves and magnetism and 

electromagnetism.

What skills will I learn?

You will not only learn the scientific content but the skills to analyse and interpret data, identify correlations, 

draw graphs and create and conduct your own experiments. As well as this you will learn how to construct 

scientific discussions, identify and understand what is meant by reliable or bias evidence and use a number of 

sources of information for research independent.

How is it assessed?

Assessment is through examinations only – there is no coursework associated with the course. However, a 

number of practicals are required for each subject which are assessed in the examination. All of the content 

from the two years will be assessed at the end of Year 11:

• Biology: two papers. 1 hour 45 minutes each.

• Chemistry: two papers. 1 hour 45 minutes each.

• Physics: two papers. 1 hour 45 minutes each.

There will be a range of short-answer structured questions, along with some multiple-choice questions and a 

few questions requiring longer answers in all papers. You will be required to perform calculations, draw graphs 

and describe, explain and interpret science ideas and information. In some of the questions the content may 

be unfamiliar to you; these questions are designed to assess data-handling skills and the ability to apply 

science principles and ideas in unfamiliar situations.
 

Triple Science

OPTION

Exam Board/Course Code: AQA (8461, 8462, 8463)
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